《Commentary on the First Epistle to the Thessalonians》
Introduction to the Epistle
I. Writer



Paul the apostle (1Thess. 1:1; 2Thess. 1:1). He jointly signed with Silvanus, and Timothy In the beginning of the letter, however, the letter was written by Paul himself (See 1Thess. 2:18; 3:2; 5:27-28; 2Thess. 2:5; 3:17). 

     According to the records of the Bible, Paul was formerly called Saul (Acts. 13:9), an Israelite, of tribe of Benjamin (Rom. 11:1), a Hebrew of Hebrews (Phil. 3:5) considering parentage. Paul was born in Tarsus of Cilicia, at the feet of the famous teacher Gamaliel, educated according to exactness of the Jewish law (Acts. 22:3). Afterwards, he became to live a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of the Judaism (Acts. 26:5) and was zealous for God and persecuted the assembly (Gal. 1:14; Phil. 3:6). However, he did it ignorantly, in unbelief (1Tim. 1:13). One day, when he intended to go to Damascus to seize Christians, the Lord Jesus manifested to Him on his way (Acts. 9:1-5). He became a Christian henceforth and was called to be an apostle (Rom. 1:1). The apostleship of Paul was mainly towards the Gentiles (Gal. 2:8). He went out to preach for tree times east to Jerusalem and west to Rome and his tracks were found in all satrapies of the Roman Empire. He established many churches and made the groundwork for the preaching of the gospel of Christianity all over the world today. He wrote altogether thirteen epistles in the New Testament, thus becoming the main exegete of the truth of Christianity.

II. The Time and Location the Books were Written

It is generally acknowledged that the first and second books of Thessalonians were the first two books among Paul’s epistles. Since these two books were sent out in the name of Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy (1Thess. 1:1; 2Thess. 1:1), they were supposed to be together before the letter was written. According to the records of the Bible, they met each other in Corinth (Acts. 18:1, 5) and the first book was written after Paul had visited the church at Thessalonica and returned to Corinth (1Thess. 3:6). To sum up the above-mentioned facts, we could confirm that the first and second books of Thessalonians were written when Paul was fulfilling his duty in his second journey and stayed at Corinth. It was about in A.D. 50-52. And the second book may be written half a year after the first book. 

     Some Bible scholars held that the first and second books of Thessalonians were in reverse order and therefore the first should be the second and the second should be the first. Now their reasons are listed as follows: 

     1) The past tense is used to mention the tribulation they suffered in the first book (1Thess. 1:6; 2:14) and the present tense is used in the second book (2Thess. 1:4-7). 

     2) Usually “the salutation of Paul with my own hand” was in the first epistle (1Cor. 16:21; Col. 4:18; Philem. 19) in order to make the pattern of his letters to them. And Paul mentioned it in the second book when he wrote to the church in the city of Thessalonica (2Thess. 3:17). 

     3) The teachings of “the day of the Lord” in the second book (2Thess. 2:1-12) should be first and therefore there is “concerning the times and the seasons, you have no need that I should write to you” in the first book afterwards (1Thess. 5:1).

     4) “The love of every one of you all abounds toward each other” (2Thess. 1:3) in the second book should be first and “concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you” (1Thess. 4:9) in the first book afterwards.

     5) Paul mentioned in the first book that he wanted to visit the church in the city of Thessalonica (1Thess. 2:18; 3:10) again and again and he did not mention it in the second book, showing that the first book should be written after the second book. 

     6) It is mentioned in the first book that some believers in the church at the city of Thessalonians had died (1Thess. 4:13) and the brothers who labored and were over the church had risen (1Thess. 5:12). These were not mentioned in the second book. And therefore, compared to the second book, the first book was farther from the time Paul had left the city of Thessalonica. 

     7) The contents of the first book are quite detailed and the second book is brief, showing that the first book is an additional remark of the second book. 

     The above-mentioned reasons of guess are quite farfectched and they cannot be used to prove that the second book was before the first book and the first book was after the second book. Now we retort them one by one: 

     1) “Having received…in much affliction” and “suffered the same things from your own countrymen” which were in the past tense in the first book refer to their sufferings when they believed in the Lord. Actually when Paul wrote the first book, their sufferings had not been the past and there were “afflictions” awaiting them (1Thess. 3:3). And therefore the present tense is used to describe their sufferings they shall face after they had been saved. 

2) “The salutation of Paul with my own hand” in the second book is used to deal with the problem of “letter, as if from us” in the same letter (2Thess. 2:2). It cannot be used to deduce that all the letters with the salvation with his own hand are the first letters. 

3) The reason why it is mentioned in the first book that Paul did not need to write to explain the day of the Lord to them is that he had told them when he was there (2Thess. 2:5). In the second letter he had to mention it again to correct the false explanation in the church in the city of Thessalonica because some people said that the day of Christ had come in the name of Paul (2Thess. 2:2). 

     4) Actually from the first day, the condition that believers loved one another in the church in the city of Thessalonica was quite good (1Thess. 1:3; 3:6, 12) and therefore Paul thought that there was no need to exhort them in the letter concerning it. When Paul wrote the second book, their love was manifested more abundant. 

     5) Though it is not mentioned in the second book whether Paul had returned to visit the church in the city of Thessalonica, it cannot prove that it is the first letter. Anyway, Paul was close to the church in the city of Thessalonica and he had returned to visit them many times (See Acts. 20:1; 27:2; 1Cor. 16:5; 2Cor. 1:16).

     6) The death of believers is not related to the length of time that they need and Paul always appointed elders who were over them when he departed from the churches in various churches (See Acts. 14:23).

     7) The length of the books is not related to the order of the books, for example, the first book of Corinthians is longer than the second book of Corinthians. 

     The conclusion is that the first book is still the first and the second book is still the second. And the order is right. 

III. The Recipients 



This book was written to the church in Thessalonica (1Thess. 1:1; 2Thess. 1:1). She was established by Paul on the second journey, however, soon Paul suffered persecution and the groundless accusation and had to leave in a hurry. And therefore he cannot stay there for a long period to shepherd and build the church (Acts. 17:1-9).

     The city of Thessalonica was close to Aegean Sea and it was built in B.C. 315. It had the quite important status in the time of Greek. It was set as the capital town of the province of Macedonia by the Roman Empire in B.C. 164. 

     Some bible scholars, according to the seventeenth chapter of the Acts, deduced that Paul the Apostle stayed at Thessalonica for a short time and even it was less than a month. However, we thought that Paul at least stayed at the city of Thessalonica for several months and the reasons were as follows: 

       1) “for three Sabbaths” which was mentioned in the Acts only referred to the time he preached the gospel in the synagogue of the city of Thessalonica (Acts. 17:1-3) instead of the time he stayed at the city of Thessalonica altogether. 

       2) more than half of believers in the church at Thessalonica were the Gentile pagans who worshiped idols formerly (1Thess. 1:9) instead of the Greek proselytes (Acts. 17:4). And therefore they should be the fruits of the gospel that Paul bore outside of the synagogue. 

       3) When Paul stayed at the city of Thessalonica, he worked with his own hands to support himself (1Thess. 2:9). If he just stayed there several weeks, there was no need for him to do so.

       4) When Paul was at the city of Thessalonica, the church in Philippi sent men unto his necessity two times (Pill. 4:16). It was also the clear proof that Paul did not stay there for a short time.  

       5) Paul recounted by himself that he taught them concerning many topics during the period that he stayed at the city of Thessalonica (1Thess. 2:11; 3:4; 4:1-2, 11; 5:1-2; 2Thess. 2:5, 15; 3:4, 10). 

       6) Paul had established the intimate relation with the local believers and they were quite familiar with each other (1Thess. 1:2, 6; 2:7-8, 11, 17, 19-20; 3:6-10)

     In addition, some Bible scholars, considering that there was much grammar of the Old Testament in the wordings of the second book of Thessalonians, advocated that there were two groups of believers in the church at Thessalonica: one was the group of the Gentiles and the other was the group of the Jews. And the first book was written to the Gentiles and the second book to the Jews. However, Paul constantly firmly believed that there was neither Greek nor Jew in the church (Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:11), especially at that time the so-called bill of the apostles that “putting no difference between us and them” had been adopted soon (Acts. 15:9). If Paul indeed allowed the existence of two groups of believers in a local church, that was quite unbelievable. And therefore the saying that the first and second books were written to different recipients cannot stand. 

IV. The Motivation for Writing these Epistles


After Paul and the fellow-workers left Thessalonica, this rising church was also persecuted. And immediately Paul sent Timothy, the young fellow-worker, to return to visit and help the Saints there. Afterwards, from the mouth of Timothy, Paul knew that they did not yield to the persecution and contrarily stood firmly (1Thess. 1:6-7; 2:14; 3:4-6; 2Thess. 1:4). Paul was gratified and he still cared for their spiritual future because he did not work for a long period among them and he was afraid that their foundation of the truth was not firm and they might be influenced by various kinds of outside teachings. And therefore he wrote the first book to exhort them and here were the main points: 

1) he reminded them to remember how he taught them among them and the example of his walkings (1Thess. 1:5-6; 2:1-12).

       2) he exhorted them to abstain from the local evil and licentious custom and possess their own vessels in sanctification and honor (1Thess. 3:13-4:8).

       3) he exhorted them to work with their own hands and be a normal man before the world, besides loving one another (1Thess. 3:12; 4:9-12).

4) he clearly explained the conditions of the coming of the Lord and the experiences of believers in future and he exhorted them to watch and be sober for these (1Thess. 4:13-5:11).

5) he exhorted that they should not despise prophecies (i.e. the teachings and doctrines of the Lord’s workers), however, they should test all things and it is inappropriate for them to swallow the teachings up (1Thess. 5:20-21).

However, not long after Paul wrote the first book of Thessalonians, some outside false teachers appeared and some people wrote to them in the name of Paul. They especially brought in some false doctrines and teachings concerning the coming of the Lord (2Thess. 2:1-2) so that Paul had to write the second book. He corrected the false teachings on one hand and on the other he exhorted them to live the normal life of waiting for the coming of the Lord and not to live in idleness before the Lord comes. 

V. Importance

     Among Paul’s epistles, the first and second books of Thessalonians, the book of Romans and the book of Ephesians are called the tree doctrinal books in the New Testament and they stress on the three virtues of believers “faith, hope and love” respectively: 1) the book of Romans stresses on “faith”------“justification by faith”; 2) the book of Ephesians stresses on “love”------“building in love”; 3) the first and second books of Thessalonians stress on “hope”------“hoping for the coming of the Lord”.

     Christians should have the right knowledge and attitude to the coming of the Lord. The Lord Jesus set the desk of the Lord to make believers remember Him in breaking the bread and drinking the cup for the purpose of reminding us to wait for His coming (1Cor. 11:26). Paul said that if we believers do not have the hope that we shall rise and be with the Lord when He comes and “in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable” (1Cor. 15:19). And therefore we should search and read the first and second books of Thessalonians carefully and then we shall exactly know the coming of the Lord and the day of the Lord and have the normal attitude and life of waiting for the coming of the Lord. 

VI. General Description



God the Father has chosen and kept us, the Lord Jesus Christ came to the world to save us and shall come again to receive us and the Holy Spirit moves us to make us receive the grace and guides us. The Holy Trinity works to make us have faith, love and hope. 


     Believers, in the local churches, should walk worthy of God who calls us into His own kingdom and glory. And the will of God is our sanctification and blamelessness. And therefore we should possess our own vessels in sanctification and honor; love one another in the church; work with our own hands in the society and walk properly toward those who are outside.  

     We are not those who do not hope on earth because our Lord Jesus Christ will come again to receive us. And therefore we shall not move though we suffer tribulation and are evilly treated by others. Contrarily our faith is much firmer, our love is more abundant and we have more endurance because of hope; we live the remainder of our life by rejoicing always, praying without ceasing, and giving thanks in everything. The Holy Trinity Himself will sanctify us completely. 

VII. Special Points



There are at least the following five special points in the first and second books of Thessalonians: 

1) three “triplets” are clearly mentioned in the first book: a) the Holy Trinity------God the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit (1Thess. 1:9-10; 3:11; 4:8); b) faith, love and hope (1Thess. 1:3; 5:8); c) spirit, soul and body (1Thess. 5:23).

2) Since our salvation is of God (1:1, 4), all our walkings, works and pursuits after we have been saved should be responsible to God and we should please Him in everything (1Thess. 1:9-10; 2:4, 12; 4:6-8; 5:18).

3) The Holy Trinity is the reason and reliance of all our spiritual virtues: a) patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Chris (1Thess. 1:3); b) joy of the Holy Spirit (1Thess. 1:6); c) stand fast in the Lord (1Thess. 3:8); d) the Lord makes you increase and abound in love (1Thess. 3:12); e) God called us in holiness (1Thess. 4:7); e) God Himself sanctifies us completely (1Thess. 5:23).

4) Paul showed the deep sense of shepherding in these two books and he even regarded the spiritual states of believers as his matter of life and death (1Thess. 2:8; 3:7-8).

5) Every chapter in the first book of Thessalonians concluded with the second coming of the Lord (1:9-10; 2:19-20; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:23-24); the detailed explanations were stated aiming at the day of the Lord in the second book of Thessalonians. And therefore if we want to have a full view of the second coming of the Lord, we should research these two books carefully. 

VIII. Key Verses  



“Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father” (1Thess. 1:3) 

     “For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord” (1Thess. 3:8).

     “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven... And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” (1Thess. 4:16-17).

     “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks;” (1Thess. 5:16-18).

     “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1Thess. 5:23).

     “Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition” (2Thess. 2:3).

IX. Key Words

“Coming” or “the day of Christ” (1Thess. 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; 2Thess. 1:10; 2:1, 2). 

“Gospel” (1Thess. 1:5; 2:2, 8, 9; 2Thess. 1:8; 2:14).

“Faith” (1Thess. 1:3, 5, 8; 3:5, 6, 7, 10; 5:8; 2Thess. 1:3, 4, 11; 3:2).

“Love” (1Thess. 1:3; 3:6, 12; 3:9; 5:8, 13; 2Thess. 1:3).

“Hope” or “wait” (1Thess. 1:3, 10; 2:19).

“Devoutly” or “sanctification” (1Thess. 2:10; 3:13; 4:3, 7; 5:23, 25; 2Thess. 2:13).

“Much affliction”, “suffer” or “tribulation” (1Thess. 1:6; 2:14; 3:3, 4; 2Thess. 1:4, 6, 7).

X. Outlines of the Book

The Outlines of the First Book of Thessalonians

I. Foreword (1:1-2).

II. Thanksgiving and stating his feelings (1:3-3:13): 

  A. Thanking God that the church normally received God’s grace (1:3-10).

  B. Recounting by himself how he preached the gospel to the church (2:1-12)

  C. Caring for the state of the church after his parting (2:13-3:10).

  D. Making intercession for the church (3:11-13).

III. Exhortation and consolation (4:1-5:22): 

  A. Exhorting believers to abstain from sexual immorality and be sanctified (4:1-8).

  B. Exhorting believers to work with their own hands and walk properly (4:9-12).

  C. Exhorting believers not to sorrow because the Lord shall come (4:13-18).

  D. Exhorting believers to watch and be sober and wait for the coming of the Lord (5:1-11).

  E. Exhorting believers to deal with each other kindly and respect the Lord’s servants (5:12-22).

IV. Epilogue (5:23-28):

  A. Blessing (5:23-24).

  B. Advising and urging (5:25-27).

  C. Blessing again (5:28).

The Outlines of the Second Book of Thessalonians

I. Foreword (v.1-2).

II. Thanksgiving and intercession (1:3-12):

  A. Thanking God for the church (1:3-10).

B. Making intercession for the church (1:11-12).

III. Correction and exhortation (2:1-3:15):

  A. Correcting the fallacious ideas concerning the second coming of the Lord (2:1-12).

  B. Exhorting them to stand fast by relying upon the Holy Trinity and make intercession for the Lord’s workers (2:13-3:5).

  C. Correcting the fallacious idea of being unwilling to lead a quiet life and work (3:6-12).

  D. How to deal with believers who were unwilling to hear the teachings of the Lord’s workers (3:13-15).

IV. Epilogue (3:16-18):

  A. Blessing (3:16).

  B. Advising and urging (3:17).

  C. Blessing again (3:18).
1 Thessalonians Chapter One                             

I. Content of the Chapter

A Normal Blessed Church

A. The basic elements of the normal blessedness (v.1-5):

1. Because of the perfect coordination of the fellow workers (v.1a);

2. Because of the provision of God and Christ (v.1b);

3. Because of the constant remembrance of the Lord’s workers in prayers (v.2-3);

4. Because of the love and election of God (v.4);

5. Because of the right gospel preached by the normal workers (v.5);

B. The normal blessed conditions (v.6-10):

1. With joy of the Holy Spirit in much affliction (v.6a);

2. Receive the word and become followers of the Lord’s workers (v.6b);

3. Have the work of faith and become examples to all those who believe (v.7-8);

4. Turn to God from idols and serve God with labor of love (v.9);

5. Wait for the Lord’s second coming in patience of hope (v.10);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

1Thess. 1:1 “Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”


YLT: “Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, to the assembly of Thessalonians in God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ!”

Meaning of Words: “Paul”: tiny, little; “Silvanus”: woody, of many trees; “Timothy”: honor God, dear to God, whom God honors; 

Literal Meaning: “Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy”, “Silvanus” and “Timothy” were fellow workers that Paul elected in his second missionary journey (Acts 15:40; 16:1-3). Both of them were gifted with the talent of teaching (see 2Cor. 1:19), and were also taught and developed by Paul. Here, though Paul mentions Silvanus and Timothy together, the epistle must still be written by Paul himself, not by them together. Paul mentions their names to show respect to his fellow workers and wishes that the church will also respect them. 

    “Silvanus”, the name is slightly different from that in the Book of Acts (“Silas”), but both of the names refer to the same person. Paul prefers to use the formal names in his epistles, and Luke likes to use the informal and intimate names. 

“To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”, “Thessalonians”, Thessalonica, the place where the church is in; “in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”, it shows the nature of the church ---- those who are composed of the church have received the life of God and become the children of God, so they call God the Father. They are also those who have obtained the salvation of Jesus Christ and become those who are of Him, so they call Him the Lord. 

“The church”, the word in the original is composed of “out of” and “calling”, so it means that “those who are called out of are gathered”. The church is those who are called out of the world by God and are gathered before Him and receive His word, and thus the church is enabled to preach the gospel to testify Him and serve Him in life and shine on the earth and wait for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ from the heaven. 

“In…”, it indicates that the church is apparently in the world and yet is living in God and Christ. “In…”, it contains the meanings as bellows: 1) the testimony of the church is in God and Christ. It is not the church without God and Christ; 2) the church is kept and protected in God and Christ (John 10:28-29); 3) the church can obtain the provision and enjoyment of life in God and Christ; 4) when the church is built in God and Christ, the whole body will be fitted and knit together. 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” “Grace”: graciousness, namely, the favor given by God to men for free enjoyment; the greatest grace to men is that God delights in men’s obtaining and enjoying of Him. “Peace”, it does not refer to peaceful or smooth environment, but quite and restful mood in one’s heart. In other words, peace is a kind of mood of those who have enjoyed God’s salvation, which brings peace between God and men, and among men themselves.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Paul keeps the basic attitude of disinterestedness and unselfishness in his works ---- he does not have all the effect of the works to himself and is disposed to share the accomplishments. No wonder that he has received great effect in his preachment.

2) Every Christian shall never regard the divine works as his own work, but shall be willing to work with others together and share happiness as well as misery. Everyone has to devote his labor and mind for the Lord and the church. 

3) Today, the Lord’s workers are nominal fellow workers, for they scheme against each other and are wary of one another for fear of being taken advantage of, thus attacking one another. 

4) Those five thousands-gifted leading servants should be willing to raise those common fellow workers like Paul so as to change the bad habits and set examples for the church.

5) The church is composed of the local members (those who are in Thessalonica) who have the same life in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. A local church is composed of all believers there in Christ.

6) The true church is living in God and God lives in the church ---- the church can not exist without God. 

7) Since the church is “in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”, no matter it is favourable or unfavourable, God will take care of and protect the church.

8) Since the church is of God, every believer is of God. Since we have God who is in charge of all, what do we fear on earth? What is more, God is willing to bestow grace and peace to all those who are of Him.

9) Since Christians are those who have enjoyed the grace of God, their life must have its pleasantness. Christianity that is of no attraction is not true Christianity.

10) Grace is a gift that men can not obtain by themselves, for men are unworthy of receiving grace through themselves

11) Grace is the source of peace, and peace is the fruit of grace. It is impossible for men to obtain peace before receiving grace.

12) “Grace” is the source of all blessings. And those who have received grace will have “peaceful” effects in his life.

13) We have no true peace without the grace of God. If we have no spiritual peace, it shows that we have not truly known and received the grace of God. 

14) We shall not seek peace outside of God. The shortcut of true peace is keeping the will of God.

15) The “peace” of believers has nothing to do with objective environment or external things

16) “Grace” is God’s generosity toward men. Peace is the state of believers toward God. The more faith believers have in God, the more will they enjoy grace. The more believers obey God, the more peace will they enjoy. 

1Thess. 1:2 “We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers,”


YLT: “We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers,”

Meaning of Words: “always”: unceasingly;

Literal Meaning: “we give thanks to God always for you all”, “we” refers to Paul and his fellow workers (including Silvanus and Timothy); “you all”: refer to believers in Thessalonica; “always”, it shows that the thanksgiving out of sincerity endures long. 

“Making mention of you in our prayers”: make mention of your names in our prayers; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The commonest mistake that men (including believers) often make is the lack of appreciation to others and thanksgiving to God. Therefore, they are often dissatisfied, complaining and grievous. 

2) Paul gives thanks to God for the condition of the receivers after greeting in almost every epistle, which indicates that he always sees the advantages of believers and then mentions the points in which they have to improve. 

3) Each believer has some good points more or less. If we desire to remove one’s weak points, the best way is to praise his strong points. If we want to improve one’s disadvantages, the best way is to praise his advantages. 

4) Someone says, “When we see other believers, we shall see the new creation in them. When we see ourselves, we shall see the old creation”. Therefore, we will appreciate others and give thanks to God for them.

5) Paul gives thanks to God for the conditions of believers, which also indicates that if Christians have good performance, it is always out of the grace of God and the production of men’s enjoyment of God’s grace. 

1Thess. 1:3 “remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father,”


YLT: “unceasingly remembering of you the work of the faith, and the labour of the love, and the endurance of the hope, of our Lord Jesus Christ, in the presence of our God and Father,”

Meaning of Words: “work”: toil, act, deed, doing; “labor”: trouble, weariness; 

Literal Meaning: “your work of faith”, “work” refers to toil or deed. True faith will surely produce the work of faith (see James 2:17, 22). The problem is that many believers’ works or deeds are not out of faith, but of their own ability and talent. Such works have no difference with that of the common people. 

“Labor of love”, “love” (“agape” in the original): the unselfish, generous, perfect and divine love; here the love includes love to both God and men;

True love will yield selfless solicitude and help, making men disposed to offer themselves and pay the cost and work hard in order to perfect others.

“And patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father”, there is a definite article before “hope” in the original, which refers to the hope of the Lord’s second coming. Believers will truly obtain the adoption, namely, the redemption of our body, when the Lord comes again (Rom. 8:23). However, we can not be set free form the bondage of corruption. And since the outward man perishes day by day (2Cor. 4:16) and we have tribulations in the world (John 16:33), we need endurance. 

“Patience”, it is not only passive endurance but also long-suffering leading to positive victory against difficulties. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We call God the Father, for He has begotten us so that we have the life of God and become the children of God. And the life of God has sure proof and testimony, namely, “work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope”.

2) Once Christians have faith, it will be manifested in their works, for the faith without works is dead (James 2:17).

3) He who really has faith will surely have works. Therefore, only the works done by faith are the works that God remembers.

4) “Work of faith”, faith is the motive power of believers’ works as well as the nature of our works. All our works should be out of faith and according to the principle of faith. 

5) “Labor of love”, love is the motive of believers’ labor. All the labor of love in the Lord is not in vain (1Cor. 15:58). 

6) “And patience of hope”, hope is the origin of believers’ patience. Less hope, less patience. More hope, more patience. 

7) The synchronous mention of the three spiritual merits in the New Testament (Rom. 5:2-5; 1Cor. 13:13; Gal. 5-6; Col. 1:4-5; Heb. 10-12; 10:22-24; 1Pet. 1:21-22) shows their importance and relationship.

8) Faith, love and hope are the basic elements in Christians’ life and work (1Cor. 13:13). If these three points are omitted, our life and work will be of no difference with men in the world.  

9) Faith, love and hope must yield the fruit of works ---- “work, labor and patience”. However, we have to be careful, for our “work and labor and patience” may not be out of faith, or love or hope (see Rev. 2:2).

10) In faith, man will have efficacious work. And in love, man will be disposed to labor. And in hope, man will work in difficulty with patience.

11) The work of faith will be more strengthened by love and thus bear the fruit of labor. And sometimes the labor of love may come to an end, so we need hope to continue the work of love.

12) Faith is the beginning and foundation of the life and work of Christians. Love is the nature and character of the life and work of Christians. Hope is the maintenance and encouragement of the life and work of Christians.

13) Faith is built in the past, and love is manifested at present, and hope is looking upon the future. Such order is rather natural.

14) Faith is towards God (v.8), and love is towards others (3:2), and hope is towards oneself ---- receive the perfect salvation when the Lord comes again (1:10; 5:8, 23).

15) “Work of faith” is manifested in the sacrificed service and individual life; “labor of love” is manifested in the church life of having the same concern and helping one for another; “patience of hope” is shown in afflictions and difficulties. 

16) The faith and hope and love of a Christian do not lie in his mouth, but in his life ---- he shall often have the reality and practice of faith, hope and love. 

17) Though it is difficult to measure how much faith and love and hope we have on earth, we can roughly know the degree of our faith and love and hope from our work, and the labor out of love and the patience in tribulations.

18) Many Christians claim to have believed the Lord, and yet have no good or clean works; they claim to love the Lord, and yet are indisposed to serve the Lord by labor; they claim to have the hope of eternal life in the Lord, and yet can not bear the tribulations caused by faith at all. 

1Thess. 1:4 “knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God.”


YLT: “having known, brethren beloved, by God, your election,”

Literal Meaning: “beloved brethren”, it is not only beloved in the past but also at present. 
“Knowing … your election by God”, “know”: in the original, it is the knowledge obtained by observation, not by revelation or acquisition. “Election”, it is in the heart of God, and no man “knows”. However, the election will produce faith, for faith is the gift of God (Rom. 12:3; 1Cor. 12:9). When a man has faith in God, he will naturally have the performance of faith (see v.3 “work”), and others will know and thus the faith is gone out (see v.8). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is utterly out of God’s great love that we are elected by Him to be His people. The love of God is the most important element of our election by Him. 

2) Our active response to the gospel proves that we are elected by God (see v.3, 6-7), through which others will also know our election by God.  

3) The election will be accomplished by both the preachment of the gospel by His servants as well as the reception of those who hear the gospel. Therefore, if there is no preachment or reception of the gospel, we can never know who is elected by God. 

4) God has His will and purpose in His election. Therefore, after we have been saved, we should walk according to the will and purpose of God. Thus the grace of God will not be given to us in vain and our life will be meaningful. 

1Thess. 1:5 “For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.”


YLT: “because our good news did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and in much assurance, even as ye have known of what sort we became among you because of you,”

Meaning of Words: “gospel”: good news;

Literal Meaning: “For our gospel did come to you”, “our gospel” refers to the gospel preached by Paul and his fellow workers, namely, the gospel of God (Rom. 1:1). It does not mean that the content of the gospel he preaches is different from others, but that their preachment has the five characters mentioned in this verse. 

“Not … in word only”, “word” refers to the message of the gospel. Though the gospel truth needs to be preached and opened by man’s words, man’s word is not the only and chief channel. Man’s word can produce its effect in power and the Spirit and assurance and conversation. 

“But also in power and in the Holy Spirit”, “power” refers to the great power that God has manifested in the gospel (Rom. 1:16), which is able to subdue man’s heart (they were pricked in heart; Acts 2:37). “And in the Holy Spirit”, it refers to the transmission of God’s power ---- shine and condemn in men’ heart (John 16:8-11) and lead men to know the gospel truth (John 16:13). 

“And in much assurance”, here the “assurance” refers to the assurance of the preacher, not that of those who hear the gospel. The assurance of the preacher will make the working of the power of the gospel and the Spirit to extremes. 

“As you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake”, “what kind of men we were”, it refers to the daily and conversation (see Phil. 1:27). If the gospel has not been proved in the preachers, it will not convince those who believe. 

The five key elements of the preachment of the gospel are mentioned in this verse: 1) word ---- the content of the gospel; 2) power ---- the power of the gospel; 3) the Spirit ---- the transmission of the gospel; 4) assurance ---- the working of the power of the gospel; 5) conversation ---- the testimony of the gospel; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Not … in word only”, it does not mean that the word is not important. Eloquence and proper word are still needed in the preachment of the gospel (see Eph. 6:19; Col. 4:4).

2) We do not preach the gospel by word vainly but manifest the power of God (Rom. 1:16) and the coming of the Spirit (Acts 1:8) as well as our living application in faith.

3) The word of God should not be preached as some knowledge, but with “power” so as to shine and reproach men so that men will bow down to confess their sins.

4) He who preaches the word of God should firstly be immersed and filled with God’s word and let the word work in himself and then he will be able to preach the word with power (see Matt. 7:28). In other words, he who preaches the word of God should take the lead in obeying the word of God.

5) If there is not the working of the Spirit, the word we preach will be in vain. The Spirit not only exposes man’s sins but also bears witness to the Lord Jesus Christ (John 15:26-27). 

6) If we desire to bear witness to the Lord, we need both the indwelling Spirit and overflowing Spirit, thus being enabled to obtain the spiritual power (Acts 1:8). 

7) The “much assurance” is needed in the preachment of the gospel, for assurance will yield more assurance. The preacher himself shall firstly have much assurance. Then he is able to help those who hear the gospel to obtain assurance by words.

8) If the preacher does not completely believe what he preaches is true from the bottom of his heart, the message will be of no effect. If we preach the gospel with much assurance, the gospel of God will be more proved to be true and reliable. 

9) The apostles not only preach the gospel with all their strength, but also live the gospel with all their heart. The life they are living for the sake of others is the best testimony of the gospel they have preached. 

10) Believers should take heed of their conversation for the sake of men in the world ---- we shall firstly have a kind of life worthy of the gospel (Phil. 1:27). One who is causal in his walking is unable to have true effect when he preached the gospel to others.

11) Faith with works can bear good witness to the Lord, for men in the world are unable to see God, but able to see those who are with God. 

12) If one who is morally corrupted preaches the gospel, it is rather unconvincing. 

1Thess. 1:6 “And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit,”


YLT: “and ye -- ye did become imitators of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation, with joy of the Holy Spirit,”

Literal Meaning: “in much affliction”, “affliction”, here it especially refers to the persecution of believers in Thessalonica (see 2:14).
“With joy of the Holy Spirit”, such joy is the fruit after one is filled with the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). 

“Joy” is opposite to “affliction”. The affliction should make men distressed, but such joy of the Holy Spirit makes men transcend the affliction and even ignore it.

“Having received the word”, “word”: “logos”, namely, the truth of the gospel;

“You became followers of us and of the Lord”, “follower”, here it especially emphasizes the imitation of the apostles’ “faith” (see v.5, 8) as well as the spirit of the Lord and the apostles who are disposed to suffer the persecution or affliction (see 2:4).

Note that here “us” is before “the Lord”, for they have firstly seen the examples of the Lord’s workers and then see the Lord from them. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Martin Luther said, “Since our Lord wore the crown of the thorns, we who follow Him would not expect to wear the crown of roses”. Affliction is ordained to all the true believers in the world (John 16:33; Rom. 5:3; 8:35; 12:12). 

2) “In much affliction… with joy”, such joy is not the joy because of the smooth environment, but the joy in the Holy Spirit only. 

3) “Affliction”: it is persecution on account of belief; “joy”: it is given by the Holy Spirit. Both of them are not of man himself, but out of the appointment of God. Therefore, man needs not to seek them particularly.

4) If a Christian is indisposed to suffer for the sake of the gospel, he is unable to understand how amazing and abundant the joy that God has bestowed in tribulations through the Spirit is.

5) A preacher himself should be an imitator of the Lord so that he will also become the object for others to imitate. When imitate the leaders that have spoken to us, we imitate the Lord in them instead of the external speech or acts of them.

6) The true workers of the Lord always turn believers’ eyes from them to the Lord. And the “lawless workers” (Matt. 7:23) only make men praise, admire or uphold their own advantages, not see the Lord. 

1Thess. 1:7 “so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe.”


YLT: “so that ye became patterns to all those believing in Macedonia and Achaia,”

Meaning of Words: “example”: pattern, model, form; 

Literal Meaning: “Macedonia and Achaia”, both of them were provinces that time, which now occupy a half of the domain of Greece.  

    “Became examples to all”, they became typical Christians for believers to learn and imitate. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers in Thessalonica had become the examples to all those who had believed the Lord, which had great concern with their good and clean beginning when they were saved (v.6).

2) If we want to be the examples of all those who have believed the Lord, we shall be firstly the imitators of those who preached the word of God to us, namely, the imitators of the Lord Jesus manifested on them (v.6).

3) The good examples of workers produce the good examples of believers. If the preachers set them as examples, it will be more influential than any doctrine.

4) Many believers are concerned about our condition after we have believed the Lord.

1Thess. 1:8 “For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.”


YLT: “for from you hath sounded forth the word of the Lord, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God did go forth, so that we have no need to say anything,”

Meaning of Words: “sound forth”: sound out, resound, echo; “go out”: issue, depart, escape, go forth; 

Literal Meaning: “the word of the Lord has sounded forth…Your faith toward God has gone out”, “the word of the Lord” refers to the objective word of the Lord (logos); “your faith” refers to the subjective faith of believers, namely, faith with works (v.3). Believers testify and declare the word of the Lord through the work of faith, so both of them are preached out together. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The fearless spirit manifested by the early church was really as loud as the sound of the horn. 

2) Both “the word of the Lord” and “faith toward God” are partners of testimony. When “faith toward God” is matched with “the word of the Lord”, there will produce great influence. 

3) The main reason for the wide preachment of the gospel is that those who have believed the Lord bear good witness to their faith earnestly.

4) The life of believers in Thessalonica has borne witness to the word of the Lord and has sounded it forth. The life of Christians is inseparable from the word of life. The word of the Lord can not be preached out unless there is the new life out of the word of life. 

1Thess. 1:9 “For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,”


YLT: “for they themselves concerning us do declare what entrance we had unto you, and how ye did turn unto God from the idols, to serve a living and true God,”

Meaning of Words: “declare”: announce; “entry”: entrance, coming; “serve”: be a slave to, be in bondage;

Literal Meaning: “for they themselves declare concerning us”, “they themselves” refer to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia (v.8); believers near Thessalonica preach what they have seen and heard to one another. 

“What manner of entry we had to you”, “what manner of entry”: Paul himself has provided explanation in chapter two (v.1-12). 

“And how you turned to God from idols”, “idols” refer to all the false gods and the devil and evil spirits behind them as well as all things that men seek and worship outside of God. 

We can see from this verse that most of the members in the church in Thessalonica are Gentile pagans. In the first century, everywhere of Greece was given up to idolatry (see Acts 17:16). And the idols were false gods made by men according to their imagination, which were vain and of no life. 

“To serve the living and true God”, it shows that the purpose of our life after we have been saved is serving God. Since we are beloved and elected by God, we are supposed to present our bodies a living sacrifice to serve Him (Rom. 12:1).

“The living and true”, it shows that the idols are dead and false. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The “declaration” of believers everywhere indicates it is obvious to all that in what manner of entry the Lord’s workers preach the gospel into a certain place and how the believers serve God there.  

2) The God that Christians believe is a living and true God, who is utterly different from the pagans’ worship of idols. 

3) When we preach the gospel to the Gentiles, we should primarily pay attention to lead them to “turn to God from idols” (see Acts 14:15).

4) If a believer has really seen the falsehood of idols and the living and true God he believes, he will surely turn to God from idols and serve Him in delight. 

5) God is a God of jealousy, who never allows men to have other worship outside of Him. Therefore, we should forsake and put all things of idolatry and superstition to an end. 

6) A true Christian has not any idol. He has not only forsaken the idols made by hands but also refused anything outside of God to occupy his heart. 

7) We “have turned to God”, not to any group or any spiritual giant or any doctrine.

8) Since we “have once turned to God”, we will be always of Him. We can neither turn to God and to the world at the same time, nor love God and pleasures of sin. 
9) In our daily life, if God is not living and true on us, men cannot feel the living and true God from us.

10) Christians serve the living and true God all their life, not their own bellies (see Rom. 16:18). 

1Thess. 1:10 “and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.”


YLT: “and to wait for His Son from the heavens, whom He did raise out of the dead -- Jesus, who is rescuing us from the anger that is coming.”

Literal Meaning: “and to wait for His Son from heaven”, “and” shows that “wait for …” parallels “serve God …” in verse nine. “Wait for …”, it is another important sign of believers’ turning to God. This verse indicates that the believers clearly lead a life of “waiting for” the Lord’s second coming. 
    “Wait”, it is the present tense in the original, which means waiting for the Lord’s second coming everyday all the time. 

“Whom He raised from the dead”, “He” refers to God the Father; it is God that raised His Son from the dead (Acts 2:24; Rom. 4:24; 10:9; 1Pet. 1:21). God raised the Lord Jesus, which has at least the following purposes: 1) declare the Lord Jesus is the Son of God (Rom. 1:4); 2) the great redemption accomplished by the Lord Jesus is convincing (Acts 17:31); 3) God has justified us (Rom. 4:24); 4) God has begotten us again (1Pet. 1:3); 5) He has not only raised us up with him now (Eph. 2:6) but will also make all those who have fallen asleep in Christ alive in the future (1Cor. 15:20-22); 6) the Lord Jesus is living now, just like God the Father who is living (v.9), so He can save us to the uttermost (Heb. 7:25); 7) He shall fulfill his promise that he shall come again to receive believers (John 14:3).  

“Even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come”, “deliver”: draw, rescue; redemption is done once, but deliverance is repeated and continual. The Lord Jesus has delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver and will also deliver us (see 2Cor. 1:10). 

“The wrath to come”, it refers to the judgment of God upon sins (Rom. 2:5). God’s wrath is not resentment against men, against sins. Men refuse to receive the Lord’s redemption because of stubbornness, so they sin against God. Therefore, they are unable to be saved from sins (Matt. 1:21). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When Christians are called, their hands shall catch the opportunities to serve God and their hearts shall wait for the coming glory. We shall have faithful service and patient waiting before the inheritance of the glory in the heavens. 

2) The Lord Jesus redeemed us by His crucifixion and resurrection in his first coming upon the earth so that we shall be delivered from the coming wrath of God. When the Lord comes again, he shall let us realize what we wait for and hope. 

3) The typical pattern of the apostles’ preachment at that time is mentioning the resurrection of Christ together with His second coming (see Acts 17:31).

4) How the Lord treats us in His second coming is determined by how we “wait for” Him today. And our condition of “waiting for” the Lord today is completely relevant to the condition of our serving God today (v.9). 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

A Model Church

A. A church who is strong in service (v.1-4):

1. She has workers who serve the Lord faithfully ---- Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy (v.1a);

2. She is a local church belonging to the saints (v.1b);

3. She is a church built in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (v.1b);

4. She has the greatest gift of God ---- grace and peace (v.1c);

5. She is a church for whom the worker gives thanks and prays and remembers unceasingly (v.2-3a);

6. She is a church who work by labor and with patience:

a. Work of faith (v.3b);

b. Labor of love (v.3b);

c. Patience of hope (v.3c);

7. She is a beloved and elected church (v.4). 

B. A church who has strongly converted to God (v.5-10):

1. They have workers who preach the gospel in right way:

a. The preachment of the gospel does not come in word only (v.5a);

b. The preachment of the gospel is also in power and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance (v.5b);

c. They preachers shall walk properly for the sake of the gospel (v.5c);

2. They receive the word of truth in spite of objection and persecution (v.6a);

3. They have good testimony (v.6b-8):

a. They became followers of the Lord’s workers and of the Lord (v.6b);

b. They became examples to all those who believe the Lord nereby (v.7);

c. The word of the Lord has sounded forth from them (v.8a);

d. Their faith has gone out everywhere (v.8b);

4. They have true transformations (v.9-10):

a. They turned to God from idols (v.9b);

b. They serve the living and true God (v.9c);

c. They wait for the Lord Jesus from heaven (v.10);

A Model Church with Triplets

A. Three model workers ---- Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy (v.1);

B. Three kinds of model ministries ---- prayer, oral teaching, conversation (v.2, 5);

C. Three aspects of model prayer ---- thanksgiving, remembrance and knowledge (v.2-4);

D. Three layers of model messages ---- power, the Holy Spirit and much assurance (v.5);

E. Three model responses ---- turn, serve and wait (v.9-10);

F. Three kinds of model manifestations ---- work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope (v.3);

G. Three stages of model progress ---- receive the word, become followers of the Lord and of His workers, become examples to all those who believe the Lord (v.6-7);

How to Give Thanks to God for Other Believers?

A. The way of thanksgiving ---- prayer (v.2);

B. The form of thanksgiving ---- remembrance (v.3);

C. The reason for thanksgiving ---- knowledge (v.4, 6-10);

Three Kinds of Virtues of Believers (v.3)

A. To God ---- faith ---- which is manifested in their work;

B. To men ---- love ---- which is manifested in their labor;

C. To oneself ---- hope ---- which is manifested in their patience; 

Three Groups of the Relative Words

A. Faith, love and hope (v.3);

B. Work, labor and patience (v.3);

C. Turn, serve and wait (v.9-10);

Know the Salvation 

A. Salvation is out of the Holy Trinity:

1. The election of God the Father in love (v.4);

2. Jesus Christ delivers men through His death and resurrection (v.10);

3. The Holy Spirit preaches the gospel into men’s heart (v.5);

B. Three manifestations of salvation ---- faith, love and hope (v.3):

1. We are not saved by faith and works, but by the faith producing works (James 2:14-26);

2. We love God and brothers, for the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts (Rom. 5:5);

3. Only those who are truly saved will wait for the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ earnestly with patience (v.10).

C. Three ways of preaching the salvation for men (v.5):

1. Open the gospel by men’s words;

2. Manifest the Spirit and power by men’s faith;

3. Manifest the life by men’s conversation;

D. Three practical effects of the salvation:

1. With joy of the Holy Spirit (v.6);

2. The word of the Lord has sounded forth (v.8);

3. Believers serve the living and true God (v.9);

Three Great Elements of Believing and Receiving the Lord

A. Election by God (v.4; see 2Thess. 2:13a);

B. Man’s Preachment of the gospel (v.5a; see 2Thess. 2:14);

C. The inspiration of the Spirit (v.5b; see 2Thess. 2:13b);

The Fellow Workers of the Holy Trinity

A. Concerning the preachment of the gospel:

1. God the Father elected men in love (v.4);

2. The Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead for men and delivered men from the wrath to come (v.10);

3. The Spirit makes the word of the gospel work in men (v.5);

B. Concerning the relationship with believers:

1. The living and true God is the object of our service (v.9);

2. The Lord Jesus Christ is the object of our imitation and hope (v.6, 3);

3. The Holy Spirit is the reason for our joy (v.6);

The Models of Those Who Believe the Lord

A. Received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit (v.6a);

B. Become followers of those who preach God’s word and of the Lord (v.6b);

C. The word of the Lord and the faith toward God have sounded forth (v.8);

D. Turned to God from idols (v.9b);

E. Serve the living and true God (v.9c);

F. Wait for His Son from heaven (v.10);

G. Manifest the virtues of faith and love and hope (v.3);

The Models of the Preachment of the Gospel

A. In word (v.5a) ---- according to the scriptures (see Acts 17:2);

B. In power and in the Holy Spirit (v.5b) ---- the working and inspiration of the Spirit (see 2Thess. 2:13);

C. In much assurance (v.5b) ---- preach in faith;

D. As you (those who hear the gospel) know what kind of men we were (v.5c) ---- conduct worthily of the gospel (see 2:9-10; Phil. 1:27);

The Chain Effects of the Model Christians 

A. The first perfect example is the Lord Himself (v.6c);

B. The Lord’s servants who imitate the Lord’s example become the examples of common believers (v.5b-6b);

C. True believers who imitate the Lord’s servants are just imitators of the Lord, thus becoming the examples of all those who believe the Lord (v.6b-7);

The Thessalonians Manifest Their Faith and Hope and Love by Conversation

A. The manifestations of faith:

1. Become followers of the Lord and the Lord’s servants and become examples to all those who believe the Lord (v.6-7);

2. Turn to God from idols (v.9);

B. The manifestations of love:

1. Preach the word of the Lord (v.8);

2. Serve the living and true God (v.9)

C. The manifestations of hope:

1. In much affliction with joy of the Holy Spirit (v.5);

2. Wait for the Son from heaven (v.10);

The Conditions that Believers Are Supposed to Have

A. From idols ---- abandon the idols (v.9b);

B. Turn to ---- turn to God (v.9b);

C. Serve ---- serving the living and true God (v.9c);

D. Wait ---- wait for His Son from heaven (v.10);

The Past, the Present and the Future of Believers

A. The past ---- turn to God from idols (v.9b);

B. The present ----serve the true God (v.9c);

C. The future ---- wait for the Son from heaven (v.10);

Three “C”s that the Normal Christians Are Supposed to Have

A. Conversation (the transformation of belief) ---- turned to God from idols ---- the domain of faith (v.9b);

B. Consecration (the transformation of identity) ---- serve the living and true God ---- the realm of love (v.9c);

C. Contemplation (the transformation of purpose) ---- wait for His Son from heaven ---- the sphere of hope (v.10);

1 Thessalonians Chapter Two                             

I. Content of the Chapter

A Model Preacher

A. The attitudes of Paul’s preachment (v.1-13):

1. Clean motivations (v.1-8):

a. Preach with boldness (v.1-2);

b. Please God (v.3-5);

c. As a nursing mother who cherishes her own children (v.6-8);

2. Selfless labor (v.9-12):

a. Labor night and day (v.9-10);

b. As a father does his own children (v.11-12);

3. Thanksgiving again (v.13)

B. He was taken away from them because of persecution (v.14-20):

1. The evil deeds of those who are contrary (v.14-16);

2. Though he had been taken away from them, he endeavored more eagerly to see them with great desire (v.17-18);

3. He regards the church and believers as glory and joy (v.19-20);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

1Thess. 2:1 “For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain.”


YLT: “For yourselves have known, brethren, our entrance in unto you, that it did not become vain,”

Meaning of Words: “in vain”: empty, vanity; 


Literal Meaning: “you yourselves know, brethren”, “you” refer to believers in Thessalonica. Since they had personally seen all, they were able to bear witness to Paul. 

“That our coming to you”, “coming”, Paul mentions this word again (see 1:9), which is a kind of powerful entry with positive meaning. Paul here emphasizes that they pay great attention to his own conversation (see 1:5) for their sake.

“Was not in vain”, there are three kinds of explanations for “in vain”: 1) have nothing to give; 2) have no content; 3) labor in vain; 

No matter what explanation it is, Paul’s coming is not in vain: 1) He brought “the gospel of God” to them, not with empty hands; 2) he preached according to what was entrusted to him (v.4), not empty words; 3) he had received obvious effect (v.13), for the word of God shall not return unto Him void (Is. 55:11).

“In vain”, according to the tense in the original, it means that the effect lasts long all the time. Therefore, it indicates that the gospel that Paul had preached to them had not only received obvious effect of their repentance but also produced eternal transformation in their life. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We believers should not do anything in vain. Therefore, we shall judge whether everything we do glorifies God and profits men (1Cor. 10:23-24, 31).

2) No matter where we are, or what we do, we Christians should walk according to the will of God (James 3:13-15), and thus we have not done in vain.

3) A true and strong preacher must bear much and full fruit in his service, not vanity. 

1Thess. 2:2 “But even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict.”


YLT: “but having both suffered before, and having been injuriously treated (as ye have known) in Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the good news of God in much conflict,”

Literal Meaning: “but” shows that the content of this verse is opposite to that of the previous verse ---- though it is not in vain, it is difficult. 

“We had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi”, “suffer”: suffering in the flesh (e.g. the suffering of stripes and chains); “were spitefully treated”: mental humiliation (e.g. as a Roman citizen, his garments were taken off before examination, and he was stripped and put into prison without enjoy the protection of the civil right). Here it pointed that Paul suffered physically and mentally (see Acts 16:19-40). 

“We were bold in our God”, it is the boldness in God through the union with Him, not in the flesh. Therefore, he is able to appropriate the power of God to strengthen him in the conflict of the gospel. 

“Be bold”, be fearless to all the oppositions and preach freely in public;

“To speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict”, “conflict”, it is a gymnastic term, which means “struggle and flight”. Here, it suggests that the preachment at that time is a rather arduous work, for they are faced with extremely strong opposition.

Note that in chapter two Paul mentions “the gospel of God” (v. 2, 8, 9) and “our gospel” in chapter one (v.5). Both of them are the same gospel with different emphases. The first chapter emphasizes the manner of the preachment of the gospel, and the second chapter emphasizes the gospel they preach is of God, not of themselves (see v.3-4).   


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Book of Revelation suggests us eight ways to the hell, and the first way is “fear” (Rev. 21:8). Therefore, we Christians shall truly be strong and bold in the Lord.

2) The boldness and the content of Christians’ preachment are out of the true God (see v.13).

3) What we preach is “the gospel of God” (see v.8-9), for God is the origin of the gospel (see v.4).

4) God will fulfill full responsibility for all that is out of Him. In various conflicts of the gospel, the faith and strength and boldness that we need can be obtained from God who is the origin of all things. 

1Thess. 2:3 “For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit.”


YLT: “for our exhortation [is] not out of deceit, nor out of uncleanness, nor in guile,”

The Background: at that time, the so-called “philosophers” or “holy men” in the places round Macedonia and Achaia travelled around and delivered courses to teach men, showing off their wording and striving for reputation. 


Literal Meaning: “for”, it shows that the following words will explain why they still preach the gospel with boldness to the Thessalonians in that difficult condition.

“Our exhortation did not come from error”, “exhortation” refers to the gospel they preach (v.2); “error”: the fault in essence; this half verse means that the gospel is purely the truth out of God’s revelation (Gal. 1:11-12) instead of the product of man’s mind, and man adds nothing and takes away nothing (Rev. 22:18-19). Therefore, the nature of the content is of no error. 

“Or uncleanness”, it refers to the problems in morality; in this verse, it shows that the gospel is not out of moral concepts (especially the uncleanness concerning “sex”, for at that time the pagans in Greece were rather flippant in sex), but of sincerity and holiness (see 4:7).

“Nor was it in deceit”, “deceit”: the bait used in fishing, and it then extends to relate to the trickery for one’s own profit; here, it in this verse means that they do not preach in dishonest manner in order to deceive them to believe his words, but preach the gospel in light. 

“Error” refers to its content; “uncleanness” refers to motivation; “deceit” refers to the manner or means; such three unhealthy conditions are of the devil, Satan (see 2Cor. 11:3, 14-15).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since the gospel we preach is “the gospel of God” (v.2), there will be of no error. However, if one thinks he preaches “a different gospel” (Gal. 1:6), that is a dreadful error. 

2) Error or fault deceives men for a while, and yet the eternal truth is able to give men morality and courage and the right direction of life.

3) Religious believers are apparently pious, but internally filthy (see Matt. 23:25-28). It is reported that many of the terrorists in the Middle East murder themselves by bomb with the vain mind that many beautiful virgins are waiting for them in the heaven. 

4) Even though the gospel is essentially right, it is still possible that men may preach with wrong motivations or by improper means (see Phil. 1:15, 17). Therefore, we Christians should not reach our own goal by fair means or foul.

5) The preacher of the gospel should not deceive man into the trap of salvation like the salesperson who induces men to buy his produces by “salesmanship”. The salvation does not lie in skillful attraction or smart argument, but in the demonstration of the Holy Spirit and power (1Cor. 2:1-4). 

1Thess. 2:4 “But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts.”


YLT: “but as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the good news, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God, who is proving our hearts,”

Meaning of Words: “approve”: discern, examine, try; “test”, the same word with “approve”; 


Literal Meaning: “but as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel”, “approve”, they have passed the test of God and are appointed by God to preach the gospel;

    “Have been approved”, it is continual. On one hand, it shows that the approval of God is always efficacious. And on the other hand, God continues to test the workers so as to ensure the quality of the messages.

“Even so we speak”, the gospel is of God, and the content is decided by God. Now the gospel is committed to Paul. He must be faithful to what is entrusted to him without any selfish purpose. 

“Not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts.” God does not look upon the outward appearance, but looks upon the heart of men (1Sam. 16:7). What he tests is “our hearts”, for the inward motivation decides the outward works. God is always examining, searching and testing our hearts (Ps. 26:2; 139:23-24). The word “heart” in Bible is often interpreted as the nature of man’s inner life, not the transient emotion. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) How much work is entrusted to us is proportional to how much our heart has been tested.

2) God entrusts his work to those who have been approved by Him, and tests after He has entrusted his work. And He shall find delight in those who have passed His test.

3) It is not a small matter, but a great honor of being entrusted by God. Therefore, we shall not regard the preachment of the gospel as common.

4) The preachment of the gospel is precious and significant, for it relates to the eternal life or eternal death of men. If we have such vision, even though we are faced with troubles or persecutions or humiliation, it is nothing, for it is more important to save precious souls than anything.

5) We preach what God has entrusted to us. The duty of a preacher is “speaking” ---- neither changing the content nor preaching oneself.

6) If a believer has clearly known that he is the messenger of the gospel whom God entrusts and held the message and belief from God, he will be filled with power and faith in his service instead of being shaken by the unstable environment or the response of the hearers easily.

7) If preachers serve to please men, the word of God they have preached will be distorted. And they will then estimate their service according to the effect and the response of all, and thus utterly regard the “market-orientation” as the highest guideline.

8) When the preachers preach the gospel, they should not speak to please the audience and hold back God’s will and truth for the purpose of catering to the tastes of them (see Acts 20:20, 27).

9) The standard of Christians’ walking is different from those who do not believe, so they may unavoidably be misunderstood by men in the world. However, we shall in no wise lower the standard for the purpose of eliminating the misunderstanding. 

1Thess. 2:5 “For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for covetousness--God is witness.”


YLT: “for at no time did we come with speech of flattery, (as ye have known,) nor in a pretext for covetousness, (God [is] witness!)”

Meaning of Words: “flattering”: flattery; “cloak”: pretence, outward showing, pretext; “covetousness”: avarice, fraudulency, extortion, greediness; 


Literal Meaning: “for neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know”, “flattering words”, it means that one makes up some vain and hypocritical words to gain man’s favor and support (see Rom. 16:18). 

“Nor a cloak for covetousness—”, not conceal the covetousness inside to rob things not of oneself; 

“God is witness”, believers can bear witness whether Paul fawns on men. However, only God is able to testify whether he is covetous inside, for man looks upon the outward appearance, but God looks upon the heart (1Sam. 16:7)


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who preaches the gospel shall never hide his personal purpose under the cloak of the gospel

2) Flattery and covetousness are two great factors of the preacher’s defections.

3) “Flattery” is for the purpose of pleasing men, and “covetousness” is for satisfying oneself. If a Christian serves for the purpose of pleasing others or himself, he will strain at a gnat in everything ---- e.g. hypocrisy, self-pity and self-esteem ---- and thus be unable to have true service. 

4) We Christians have to prove the motivation of our service ---- do we gain the acclamation or adore ourselves by service?

5) If the preachers make a trade of the word of God (2Cor. 2:17; 4:2) or hold gain to be piety (1Tim. 6:5; Titus 1:11; 2Pet. 2:3), it shows that there is “covetousness” hid in them.

6) “Covetousness”, it is greed for money as well as right and honor and desire. Though some preachers have overcome the greed for materials, they are unable to overcome that for mental things

7) The love of money, the root of every evil (see 1Tim. 6:10), will sooner or later entice men away from the Lord’s faith to seek things outside of God. Therefore, the unbridled desire is idolatry (Col. 3:5).  

1Thess. 2:6 “Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have made demands as apostles of Christ.”


YLT: “nor seeking of men glory, neither from you nor from others, being able to be burdensome, as Christ's apostles.”

Literal Meaning: “we … as apostles of Christ”, “apostles”: there were two types of apostles in both and narrow broad sense at that time. The former refers to those who are called by God’s to be ministers of the gospel to establish the churches; and the latter refers to “the messengers of assemblies” (2Cor. 2:23) sent by the church to fulfill the appointed missions. Here, it is the former sort of apostles. 

    “We”, obviously, it also includes Silvanus and Timothy (see 1:1) besides Paul. The Lord calls them for the primary purpose of preaching the word of God (see Mark. 3:14).

“We might have made demands”, “make demands”, it is composed of “position” and “burden”. At that time, the apostles had special right and position. They were respected and were able to enjoy the material provisions of the church (see 1Thess. 3:9; 1Cor. 9:4-15; 2Cor. 11:7-9) so that they would be able to apply their mind to the building and shepherding work of the church. 

“We seek glory from men”, though Paul mentions the rights of the apostles, he fully knows the responsibility as apostles. Therefore, he is disposed to give up his rights so as not to neglect the main purpose to seek glory for men (John 12:43). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If Christians are full of their own claims, honor or rights, they will bring loss to the service. Therefore, we shall learn the examples of the Lord and the apostles to give up honor and rights (see John 13:4-5; 1Cor. 9:12). 

2) The preachers shall seek nothing in materials or in status or in reputation. Sometimes, the preachers may become proud for the sake of their slight accomplishment, thus falling into the pursuit of men’s praise. 

3) Though the preachers are respected by men (see 1Tim. 5:17), they shall not seek men’s glory. It is a great temptation of seeking men’s glory for each preacher. Many workers of the Lord are overwhelmed by this temptation.

4) The pursuit of one’s own glory is the bane of Christians and preachers. If one robs the glory of God in spiritual works, God shall not be glorified.

5) Spiritual authority will naturally be honored by others. One shall not demand or seek it by himself. Anyone who confesses he has the “representative authority” is unworthy of being honored. 

1Thess. 2:7 “But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children.”


YLT: “But we became gentle in your midst, as a nurse may cherish her own children,”

Literal Meaning: “but we were gentle among you”, “were gentle”, it suggested that they were unable to treat believers there with truth utterly for the sake of their tender spiritual condition. Here, the gentleness is not dealing with men kindly for a while, but continually. 

    Some Bible exegetes explain “gentle” (epioi) as “as baby” (nepioi), for the two words are similar in the original with a slight difference of a letter “n”. And those who copied the scriptures purposefully missed the letter “n” to express the meaning more properly, so “as baby” (nepioi) became “gentle” (epioi). However, the Bible exegetes think if it is interpreted as “as baby”, it responds to the word “mother” (v.7). And in the following paragraph, Paul mentions that he is as a father and uses the words “be taken away” (which means orphan) so as to show that he treats believers like a father and a mother. If such explanation is right, this verse can be translated as “we were as innocent as babies among you”. Therefore, Paul laid down the status of “a mother” and talked with them with childish words they could understand, thus showing his mother love. 

“Just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children”, “cherishes”, it means in the original not only feeding but also taking tender care of (see Eph. 5:29). Here, Paul likens believers to “children” for two meanings: 1) they are the children begotten by them who preach the gospel (1Cor. 4:15); 2) their faith in the Lord is still as tender as children. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Gentleness and meekness are the mark of the true servant of the Lord (2Tim. 2:24-25). The Lord’s servants shall think of others in everything ---- think how to let others obtain spiritual profit, not argue only;

2) Many times believers are still as children and not skilled in the word of righteousness, they are still able to be partakers of milk (Heb. 5:12-14).

3) He who cherishes others should beware of not feeding others with unhealthy things of him.

4) The preachers should guard the truth as strong as warriors (v.2), but be gentle as mother in feeding believers. The Lord’s workers should be rationally strong and emotionally rich. 

5) What a mother considers is not her own comfort or enjoyment or joy, but how to satisfy her children’s need. Therefore, she is not only gentle, considerate, soft, careful and patient, but also willing to change her own habit and interest for the sake of her children. If a preacher treats believers as a mother, we do not know how many people he will edify!

1Thess. 2:8 “So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.”


YLT: “so being desirous of you, we are well-pleased to impart to you not only the good news of God, but also our own souls, because beloved ye have become to us,”

Meaning of Words: “affectionately longing for”: be affectionately desirous, yearn; “were well pleased”: have warm of feeling for or against, affect, desire, be jealous over; “lives”: souls; “dear”: beloved, the divine love and the perfect love (“agape”); 


Literal Meaning: “so, affectionately longing for you”, “affectionately long for”, this word is very special, which is used only once in the New Testament here. Someone infers that the word is used to describe those who caress babies in the nursery. Paul seems to intentionally show that their love is as sincere and earnest as a mother’s love to her children. 

“We were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives”, Paul is pleased to choose his way of his life to preach the gospel of God for the sake of loving them ---- he would rather give up his own rights on the cost of his life.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Paul preaches the gospel because of love, not for his own profit. The love to men should always be the motivation of our preachment of the gospel. 

2) The preachers shall desire to share not only the gospel with others but also their lives.

3) A true worker of the Lord should be a “giving” man who gives what God has entrusted to him as well as his own life.

4) It is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). One who really knows the Lord would rather choose to “give” than obtain from others.

5) “Love” makes “giving” joyful, not consumptive. 

1Thess. 2:9 “For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God.”


YLT: “for ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail, for, night and day working not to be a burden upon any of you, we did preach to you the good news of God;”

Meaning of Words: “labor”: trouble, weariness, pains; “toil”: travail; 


The Background: at that time, a Jewish man had to learn a kind of skill from a child in order to make a living, even rabbis, who could not keep the pot boiling by merely teaching the law. Paul might have learnt making tenets from his childhood (see Acts 18:3), so he was able to gain a living. 


Literal Meaning: “labor and toil; for laboring night and day”, “labor”: the weariness caused by labor; “toil”: the lack of rest; it indicated that he was willing to do the laborious work which was despised by the Romans at that time so that he could earn his own living. 

    Paul here especially mentions labor and toil. Probably, he encouraged those who waited for the Lord’s second coming and were yet unwilling to work by their own hands (see 4:11) to learn his example of working with his own hands. 

“We preached to you the gospel of God”, “preach” means “declaring and announcing according to the meaning of the one who sends (the master)”, not speaking what man pleases of him. 

 “That we might not be a burden to any of you”, “burden”: the burden to others in economy; 

Verse nine, the best example of verse eight, proves how they preach the gospel of God to men and they are even willing to give their lives, and therefore, they are so laborious and toilsome. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The preachers shall try to avoid the reliance upon others excessively and be proud of all the works profitable to the gospel works. 

2) There is an increasing number of people who find that the value of part-time service is not inferior to full-time service. Therefore, one shall not recklessly give up his job in the world if he is not called by God.

3) The primary task of preachers is to preach the messages that God entrusts to them. Therefore, they should not preach the message in a perfunctory fashion, nor add vain and flowery language or exaggerated postures purposefully to shift men’s attention from God’s word to preachers’ talent.

1Thess. 2:10 “You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who believe;”


YLT: “ye [are] witnesses -- God also -- how kindly and righteously, and blamelessly to you who believe we became,”

Literal Meaning: “we behaved ourselves among you who believe”, it is not behaving before them intentionally, but that their conversation is unavoidably seen by them. 

    “How devoutly and justly and blamelessly”, “devoutly”, it emphasizes the inner innocence and kindness which are known by God (see v.4-5); “justly”, it emphasizes the external justice, goodliness which are seen by men; “blamelessly”, it refers to one’s blamelessness (2Pet. 3:14; Phil. 3:6) no matter to God or to men;


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians shall be just and kind and blameless in conversation, seeking a good testimony before unbelievers as well as believers. 

2) Indeed we shall not do good works before men (Matt. 6:1-8), nor hide all our good works from men (Matt. 5:15-16). 

3) Men are witnesses of all our public works. And God is the witness of our private works and inner hearts.

4) Men’s oral teachings are common. But examples in life are rather rare. A good preacher shall be able to not only teach by mouth but also bear good witness in his conversation.

5) How many the preachers “who say and do not do” (Matt. 23:3) there are! And common believers still pay attention to what the preachers “say”. No wonder that preachers always put in much effort on “saying” and try to increase their preaching skills but have ignored the conversation which is more important.

1Thess. 2:11 “as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father does his own children,”


YLT: “even as ye have known, how each one of you, as a father his own children, we are exhorting you, and comforting, and testifying,”

Meaning of Words: “exhort”: call near, invite; “comfort”: console, encourage; “charge”: bear witness, testify; 


Literal Meaning: “as you know”, he reminded them to think about the condition at that time; 

“Exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you”, “exhorted”, it means exhortation and encouragement (see 5:14a); “comforted”, it means reassurances and consolation (see 5:14b); “charged”, it means urging and warning; 

    “As a father does his own children”, it means that he advices them in earnest and teaches with patience and skill. The parents expect that their children will have good performance in the growth of them, so they express their love through “exhortation and comfort and warning”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is not enough for the preachers to deliver a sermon on the platform only, for they still have to exhort and comfort and charge different believers in daily life.

2) The preachers should treat different believers with different words and attitudes and in different manners instead of dealing with them monotonously alike.

3) Comfort and encouragement should stimulate to press on rather than make men sleep deeply.

4) What Paul charges (“testify” in the original) believers are just what he himself has done (see v.9; 4:11). He is not the one who charges others and yet does not move himself with his finger (Matt. 23:4).

1Thess. 2:12 “that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”


YLT: “for your walking worthily of God, who is calling you to His own reign and glory.”

Literal Meaning: “that you would walk worthy of God who calls you”, “walk” here it refers to the life style of everyone; 

    “Call”, it indicates that God’s calling to believers is continual. No matter in the Old Testament or the New Testament, the purpose of God’s calling to men is to manifest His holy disposition on them (see Ex. 19:5-6; Deut. 26:18-19; 2Pet. 2:9). Therefore, it is closely related to our walking. 

“Into His own kingdom and glory”, “His own kingdom”: the realm where God reigns; God makes men repent and born again and enter into the kingdom of God (Mark. 1:14-15; John 3:3, 5) in order to gain a group of people to be the people of His kingdom. Now we believers have already been saved and delivered from the power of darkness and been translated into the kingdom of the Son of God’s love (Col. 1:13). Therefore, according to the spiritual reality, we who are in the house of God (namely, the church) are in the kingdom of God (Eph. 2:19; 1Pet. 2:9). The problem is that though we are in the kingdom of God, we have not perfectly obeyed the authority and will of God. That’s why the will of God has not been done as in heaven so upon the earth (Matt. 6:10). Therefore, believers who love God are responsible to seek and manifest God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness in their life (Matt. 6:33). All those who are able to keep the will of God on the earth will be rewarded by God (Matt. 7:21), namely, be glorified by Him (2Thess. 1:12), when the Lord comes again and God’s kingdom is perfectly fulfilled.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The life of Christians should be worthy of their calling. And the direction of their life should please God who calls them.

2) When we live on the earth, we have to bear witness to the fact that our “commonwealth is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20).  

1Thess. 2:13 “For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.”


YLT: “Because of this also, we -- we do give thanks to God continually, that, having received the word of hearing from us of God, ye accepted, not the word of man, but as it is truly, the word of God, who also doth work in you who believe;”

Literal Meaning: “for this reason we also thank God without ceasing”, “thank … without ceasing”, it shows that the intensity of thanksgiving is stronger than “give thanks to God … always” (see 1:2) ---- we can hardly refrain themselves from thanksgiving. 

“Because when you received the word of God which you heard from us”, “received”, it means believing the word of God and receiving it into one’s heart (see John 1:12). 

“You welcomed it not as the word of men”, “the word of men”: the word that was preached for the purpose of catering to the popular knowledge at that time; 

“But as it is in truth, the word of God”, because the word they preached were out of God’s revelation and inspiration ---- the origin is God; 

“Which also effectively works in you who believe”, God’s word is living and operative (Heb. 4:12), so it works in those who believe. “Works”, it indicates that the word of God is “unceasingly” in operation. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There are the two great elements of wide preachment of the gospel ---- “the preachment of God’s word” and “the heart apt to receive the word”.

2) If man desires to “receive” God’s word, he has to “hear” firstly. And hearing comes by “preaching” (see Rom. 10:14), so the preachment of God’s word is crucially important.

3) What we shall preach is not men’s word, but God’s word. God’s word is delivered into men’s hearts by the Holy Spirit, not by eloquence or knowledge, nor fair-sounding word, nor the performance of oneself. 

4) If the word of God is not mixed with man’s faith, it profits him nothing (Heb. 4:2).

5) God’s word has become the “endless” working power in believers who believe in God “continually”.

6) A Christian’s attitude toward the scriptures may reveal how he values the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the living word (John 1:14), and the scriptures are written word. Both of them are the same in essence. Once we have known such relationship, we will cherish the scripture in our daily life. 

7) Gods’ word in us is the greatest source when we are in temptations and troubles. When the word of God works in us to a degree that our mind and thoughts and even the whole of us are governed by God’s word, we shall transcend the environment in victory.  

1Thess. 2:14 “For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans,”


YLT: “for ye became imitators, brethren, of the assemblies of God that are in Judea in Christ Jesus, because such things ye suffered, even ye, from your own countrymen, as also they from the Jews,”

The Background: at that time, the Jews persecuted the Christianity everywhere, for the reasons as follows: 1) the Jewish leaders thought Jesus was a false prophet, so they were unwilling to see the wide spread of his teaching; 2) though the Roman government regarded the Judaism as lawful religion, the relation of the Jewish believers was still strained with the Roman government. At that time, since Christianity was regarded as a branch of the Judaism, the Jewish believers were afraid that they would be encumbered with the accusations against Christians; 3) they feared that their political position would be moved if many Jews were converted to Christianity; 4) they were proud of their special status of “God’s elect”, but resisted the Gentiles’ becoming the members of the church. 


Literal Meaning: “the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus”, it refers to the church in Jerusalem dispersed in many places of Judea because of persecution (see Acts 9:31; Gal. 1:22).

“For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen”, “suffered the same things from your own countrymen”, the persecution stirred up by the Jews in Thessalonica against Paul, which was done by the local Gentiles at that time (Acts 17:5-9). Such persecution was continually cast upon the church. 

“Just as they did from the Judeans”, though Paul loved his kinsmen greatly and deeply desired them to be saved (see Rom. 9:1-3; 10:1), he did not shrink from rebuking the Jews who persecuted the church. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the form and degree of the sufferings that the churches in Christ Jesus in God have suffered for the sake of the preachment of the gospel are different, the basic nature and the origin of persecution are nearly the same. Therefore, we shall imitate the attitude and the spirit of the church when we are faced with persecutions.

2) Suffering for the Lord is a good testimony to encourage Christians to love the Lord more and to establish their faith, which is worthy of our mentioning and preachment. 

3) We have to take heed of one phenomenon ---- the one who is persecuted tends to become self-centered and ask others to sympathize and help him without feeling others’ sufferings, thinking that he is the only one who is suffering tribulations. 

1Thess. 2:15 “who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not please God and are contrary to all men,”


YLT: “who did both put to death the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and did persecute us, and God they are not pleasing, and to all men [are] contrary,”

Literal Meaning: “who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets”, the people of Israel were always persecuting their prophets throughout all the history of the Old Testament (see Acts 7:52). 

“And have persecuted us”, “persecute”: follow behind closely to persecute; 

“And are contrary to all men”, it is the same meaning with “forbidding … be saved” in the next verse (v.16). 
1Thess. 2:16 “forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.”


YLT: “forbidding us to speak to the nations that they might be saved, to fill up their sins always, but the anger did come upon them -- to the end!”

Meaning of Words: “to the uttermost”: to the end, ultimate, finally;


Literal Meaning: “wrath has come upon them to the uttermost”, “wrath”, it is a metaphor for the verse “the wrath of God shall be the portion of the cup of the wicked” in the Old Testament (Ps. 11:6), which refers to the wrath that will be cast upon sinners when the Lord comes again (see 1:10). It indicates that they are full of wickedness and sins ---- if they do not repent immediately, they will be soon faced with the ultimate judgment of God without any escape (see Phil. 3:18; 2Thess. 1:5-9).

Some Bible scholars thought here it referred to the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. However, most of the Jews who were in the dispersion were not suffered when the holy city was destroyed. 

Someone also held it referred to the fact that the Jews were dispelled out of Rome by the Roman emperor in 49 AD. Actually, Paul might mention the Lord Jesus and their own prophets were killed with the mind of the prophecies of the Lord Jesus and the prophets about the future. Therefore, here it relates to the unavoidable coming event, not the present reward. 

1Thess. 2:17 “But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavored more eagerly to see your face with great desire.”


YLT: “And we, brethren, having been taken from you for the space of an hour -- in presence, not in heart -- did hasten the more abundantly to see your face in much desire,”

Meaning of Words: “a short time”: an hour; “have been taken away”: orphan;


Literal Meaning: “having been taken away from you for a short time in presence”, “having been taken away”, it means that the children become orphaned or the parents lose their children. Paul mentions that he treats the Thessalonians as a mother who feeds and cherishes his children (v.7) and also as a father (v.11). Therefore, he uses this word to express that he is forced to leave Thessalonica. The pain of forcible separation is just like the parents have lost their children.  

“Endeavored more eagerly”, “more eagerly”, it combines the meaning of both diligence and swiftness, which shows that “he expected extremely to put into practice immediately” without any patience of delaying one more quarter. 

“To see your face with great desire”, “great desire”: a kind of strong emotion and interest. 

1Thess. 2:18 “Therefore we wanted to come to you--even I, Paul, time and again--but Satan hindered us.”


YLT: “wherefore we wished to come unto you, (I indeed Paul,) both once and again, and the Adversary did hinder us;”

Literal Meaning: “even I, Paul, time and again—”, “I Paul”, it emphasizes his strong desire of returning to Thessalonica again.  

“But Satan hindered us”, Satan stirred up the elements in the environment behind so that Paul was unable to go back to visit the Thessalonians. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The works of Satan are hidden behind all the elements of the hindrance against the Lord’s works as well as the persecutions against believers. It is the evil power of hindering the gospel and enticing believers to give up faith and fall into sins (see 3:5; 1Cor. 7:5; 2Cor. 12:7). 

2) Our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against the devil that hides behind men to make waves (Eph. 6:12). Therefore, Christians should not regard men as true enemies, especially the Christians who do not agree with us (see 2Thess. 3:15). 

1Thess. 2:19 “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?”


YLT: “for what [is] our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? are not even ye before our Lord Jesus Christ in his presence?”

Meaning of Words: “coming”: parousia;


Literal Meaning: “for what is our … crown of rejoicing”? “Crown”, it refers to the laurel worn by the winners in the sports held by the Greek; 

“Our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?” “Coming”, it relates to the coming and presence of a giant man, e.g. the visitation of the royal members; 

“Is it not even you in the presence of…”, it means that you have to have part in receiving and welcoming and embracing the Lord Jesus in His second coming. 

The whole verse indicates that Paul will be rewarded by the Lord according to the fruit of his works, namely, the persistence and faithfulness of believers in Thessalonica. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The joy and hope of preachers have nothing to do with profit or harvest concerning this world, nor with their personal achievements, but are totally connected with the increase of the flock and the building of the church.

2) Christians shall have the foresight to do everything. The view of how we give our account to God shall be involved in every activity of us today, which will render us total different performance.

3) When the Lord comes again, whether the preachers are praised or rewarded by the Lord is decided by the conditions of the believers they serve. 

1Thess. 2:20 “For you are our glory and joy.”


YLT: “for ye are our glory and joy.”

Literal Meaning: the sound spiritual condition of believers is the glory and joy of preachers (see Phil. 4:1). It is so now, and still so when the Lord comes again (v.19). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A normal preacher is glorified by the glory of the Lord, and rejoices by the joy of God.

2) It is the glory and joy of the preachers that the church increases and is built normally. They need not to wait until the future, for they are able to enjoy such glory and joy at present. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

A Model Preacher

A. The background (v.1-2a):

1. He is maligned and libeled by the opponents;

2. But he is not a loser;

B. His boldness ---- bold in God (v.2b);

C. His messages ---- the gospel of God (v.2c-3);

D. His motivations (v.4-6):

1. Not please men, but please God;

2. Not use flattering words;

3. Have no cloak for covetousness;

4. Even give up lawful rights;

5. Not seek men’s glory;

E. His testimony ---- (v.7-11);

1. A man as meek as a gentle mother;

2. A diligent worker who labors and toils on night and day;

3. A devout man without blemish;

4. A man who exhorts and comforts and charges in the bowel of a father;

F. His goal ---- (v.12, 19-20);

1. Edify believers so that they will walk worthy of God;

2. Establish believers so that they shall stand in the presence of the Lord;

The Guidelines for Preacher or the Ministry Manual

A. Do the works with good effect wherever he goes ---- not in vain (v.1);

B. Though he is spitefully treated, he is still bold in God (v.2a);

C. Preach “the gospel of God” (v.2b);

D. Right motivation and innocent conversation (v.3);

E. Not please men, but please God (v.4);

F. Neither use flattering words, nor under a cloak for covetousness (v.5);

G. Not seek glory from men (v.6);

H. Be as gentle as a nursing mother who cherishes her own children (v.7);

I. Affectionately long for believers and be even pleased to impart to believers their own lives (v.8);

J. Labor and toil, for laboring night and day, and be indisposed to be a burden to any believer (v.9);

K. Set himself as an example, and behave devoutly and justly and blamelessly (v.10)
L. Advice again and again as a father treats his children (v.11);

M. Edify believers according to the will of God with a lofty goal (v.12);

N. Be taken away in presence, not in heart (v.17-18);

O. Set the accomplishments of believers as his hope, joy, crown and glory (v.19-20);

The Examples and Effect of Labor and Toil

A. The example of labor and toil (v.1-12):

1. A faithful steward (v.1-6):

1) Preach the word with the attitude of “conflict”;

2) Not “come from error”, but preach according to what “is entrusted” by God;

3) Not “come from uncleanness”, “nor be in deceit” (“deceit” means “put the bait near the fishhook” in the original), “nor be under a cloak for covetousness”;

4) “Not please men”, “nor use flattering words”, “nor seek men’s glory”;

5) Please God who tests our hearts
2. As a gentle mother (v.7-8):

1) “Be gentle”;

2) “Cherish” ---- give life;

3) “Affectionately long”, “dear”, be well pleased to give her life;

3. As a laborious father (v.9-12):

1) “labor and toil”, “laboring night and day”, not be a burden to any of you;

2) Set oneself as an example ---- “devoutly and justly and blamelessly”;

3) Word ---- “exhort”, “comfort”, “charge”;

4) Lead his children to establish the relationship with God ---- “worthy of God”;

B. The effect of labor and toil (v.13-20):

1. Suffer the persecution of men for the sake of God’s word (v.13-16) ---- “persecuted”, “be contrary to”;

1) For the word of God works in believers;

2) For the imitation of the churches of God;

2. Take believers as glory and joy (v.17-20):

1) “Be taken away in presence, not in heart”;

2) As long as believers are able to stand, there will be glory and joy;

Five “Not”s and Three “No”s

A. Five “not”s:

1. Not in vain (v.2);

2. Not come from error (v.3a);

3. Not come from uncleanness, (v.3b);

4. Not be in deceit (v.3c);

5. Not please men (v.4);

B. Three “”s:

1. Use “no” flattering words (v.5a);

2. “No” cloak for covetousness (v.5b);

3. Have “no” pursuit of glory from men (v.6);

Virtues the Preachers Are Supposed to Have

A. Boldness (v.2);

B. Cleanness (v.3);

C. Selfishness (v.4-6);

D. Love (v.7-8); 

E. Diligence (v.9);

F. Devoutness (v.10);

G. Righteousness (v.10);

A Strong Church That Stand Firm

A. The element of steadfastness:

1. The example of the strong preacher who stands firm (v.2);

2. The normal nourishment that makes believers grow well (v.7);

3. The right teaching that leads believers to know the will of God (v.11-12);

4. The working of God’s word that renders believers strong and stand firm (v.13);

B. The conditions of steadfastness:

1. Receive the word of God not as the word of men, believing firmly as the word of God (v.13);

2. Fear not the persecution and tribulations, and imitate the churches of God (v.14);

3. Be saved from the sins of the Jews (v.15-16);

4. Strong fellowship with God in spirit (v.17-18);

5. Will bring glory and joy (v.19-20);

God’s …

A. God’s gospel (v.2, 8, 9);

B. God’s pleasure (v.4, 15);

C. God’s testimony (v.5, 10);

D. God’s kingdom (v.12);

E. God’s word (v.13);

F. God’s church (v.14);

G. God’s wrath (v.16); 

Four Pairs of Opposite Things

A. Men’s pleasure opposes against God’s pleasure (v.4);

B. Men’s glory opposes against God’s glory (v.6, 12);

C. Men’s word is different from God’s word (v.13);

D. Being taken away in presence is different from that in heart (v.17);

Seven Wicked Deeds of the Jews Who Persecuted the Church

A. Who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets (v.15a);

B. Who have persecuted Paul and his fellow workers (v.15b);

C. Who do not please God (v.15b);

D. Who are contrary to all men (v.15c);

E. Who forbid Paul to speak to the Gentiles (v.16a);

F. Who always fill up the measure of their sins (v.16b);

G. God’s wrath has come upon them to the uttermost (v.16c);

1 Thessalonians Chapter Three                             

I. Content of the Chapter

A Model Worker Who Cares for the Church

A. Who sends his fellow workers to establish the church (v.1-5):

1. The reason for sending the fellow workers (v.1-2a);

2. The purpose of sending the fellow workers (v.2b-4);

3. He is afraid that believers are deceived by the devil (v.6-13); 

B. Whose response after hearing the condition of the church (v.6-13):

1. The fellow workers reported the good news (v.6);

2. Be comforted and give thanks to God (v.7-9):

a. Be comforted in all affliction and distress (v.7);

b. Live due to believers’ standing fast in the Lord (v.8);

c.  Rejoice and thank God for the conditions of believers (v.9);

3. Pray exceedingly to God (v.10-13):

a. Long to see believers’ face and perfect what is lacking in their faith (v.10-11);

b. May the Lord make them increase and abound in love (v.12);

c.  May believers blameless in holiness at the coming of our Lord (v.13);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

1Thess. 3:1 “Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we thought it good to be left in Athens alone,”


YLT: “Wherefore no longer forbearing, we thought good to be left in Athens alone,”

Meaning of Words: “endure”: roof over, cover with silence, suffer, bear; “be left”: leave, reserve, forsake;


Literal Meaning: “when we could no longer endure it”, “we” refer to Paul, Silvanus and Timotheus (see 1:1), but actually, here it refer to Paul himself (see v.5, “I could no longer endure it”). Paul mentioned that he affectionately longed for the Thessalonians and yet could not go to them personally (see 2:17-20). “Could no longer endure”, could not restrain one’s internal feeling; Paul was afraid the believers in Thessalonica who were young in spiritual life were unable to stand firm in persecutions. 

“We thought it good to be left in Athens alone”, “we thought good”, actually it was Paul that thought good; “alone”, it indicated that Paul alone waited for Silvanus and Timothy (see Acts 17:14-16). Later, they did not meet in Athens as originally appointed, but met in Corinth and wrote this epistle (see 1:1; Acts 18:5). 

“Be left”, it in the original carries the meaning of solitude and yearning and expectation after one is separated from those who are very close to him.

“Athens”, it was located in southern Greece, the cultural, religious and political center of Achaia of Roman Empire. There were many renowned buildings in the city. Paul had ever preached the gospel to the Greek who upheld philosophy, but received little effect (see Acts 17:15-34). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The mind of Paul at that time could not be understood by those who really love believers and yet are unable to be with them. To those who serve for wages in the church, they care for their own lives only. How are they concerned about the sheep (John 10:12-13)?

2) No matter what environment it is, the servants of the Lord shall not forsake the Lord’s flock. When those who serve God live in the flesh, they live for others (Phil. 1:22-24). 

3) Christian shall endure, for he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved (Matt. 24:13). And Christian shall also “no longer endure”. Whether endure or not endure is decided by the nature of everything.

4) We shall endure unto the end in spite of our own benefit or things in the world. However, for the sake of God and the profit of others, we shall no longer endure so that we will be used by God.

5) Sometimes, though we have to “wait alone” in other place because of the arrangement of God in our circumstance, we can still do our part in prayer ---- the crowd pressing on me daily, the burden of all the assemblies (2Cor. 11:28).

1Thess. 3:2 “and sent Timothy, our brother and minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and encourage you concerning your faith,”


YLT: “and did send Timotheus -- our brother, and a ministrant of God, and our fellow-workman in the good news of the Christ -- to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith,”

Meaning of Words: “minister”: steward, servant, waiter; “establish”: strengthen, steadfastly set; “encourage”: call near, comfort, invite;


Literal Meaning: “and sent Timothy, our brother”, “our brother”, it shows that they have close relationship in life. 

“And minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ”, “in the gospel of Christ”, it means that his chief mission is the preachment of Christ’s gospel. “Minister of God”, it refers to the title of his works. Paul so seriously mentions the responsibility of Timothy so as to remind the Thessalonians not to despise the youth of Timothy (see 1Tim. 4:12). 

“Minister” contains the meaning of steward and fiduciary, which suggests the close relationship of God’s servants with Him. In some old scriptures, “minister of God” is copied as “the fellow worker of God”. In fact, the minister of God is the fellow worker of God (1Cor. 3:9; 2Cor. 6:1). 

“To establish you and encourage you concerning your faith”, “establish”, it in the original means buttressing the building. And the symbolic meaning of this word is applied in the New Testament. “Your faith” (see v.5, 6, 7, 10): according to the context in which the same word “faith” appears, it (“faith”) carries at least the following three meanings: 1) the faith in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and His redemption when one is saved (John 20:31; 1Cor. 15:2-4); 2) one believers on God and His word after he is saved (2Cor. 5:7; Heb. 11:6; Rev. 22:6); 3) hold fast the form of sound words (2Tim. 1:13-14). 

“Establish… comfort”, it indicates that the “minister of God in the gospel of Christ” shall not only preach the gospel to lead men to believe the Lord but also establish and comfort believers that have received the gospel. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Timothy is indeed the right person to help Paul to establish the church, for: 1) he is humble to receiving “sending”; 2) he is “our brother”, a man in the Lord; 3) he is God’s minister, who does not fear to labor or toil; 4) he is the “fellow worker”, who does not draw men to follow him by showing off himself. 

2) The content of Christ’s gospel ---- the redemption ---- is accomplished by Christ alone. However, the preachment of the gospel needs many people who are ready to be used by God to cooperate with Him.

3) It is rather important to preach the gospel and lead men to the Lord. And the establishment of their faith afterwards is also indispensable. 

4) There are two common mistakes that Christians often make: 1) they are zealous in preaching the gospel, but pay little attention to feed believers who have just been favored; 2) they are unwilling to practically care for or establish the young believers around them on the pretext of committing them to God.

5) God shall never use one who is not steadfast himself to establish others. If we long to be used by God, we shall seek earnestly and be firstly established. 

6) Paul not only cares for the church in his heart but also sends men to go to help the church. The common mistake that preachers have made is “paying lip service without taking any action”.

1Thess. 3:3 “that no one should be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we are appointed to this.”


YLT: “that no one be moved in these tribulations, for yourselves have known that for this we are set,”

Meaning of Words: “shaken”: wag, move, be drawn aside; “appointed”: lay, be laid up, be set, lie outstretched; 


Literal Meaning: “that no one should be shaken by these afflictions”, “afflictions” refer to the persecutions and troubles that the Thessalonians are faced with (see Mark. 4:17; John 16:33; Acts 14:22; 2Tim. 3:12; 1Pet. 4:12). However these difficulties are not disasters, for they have fulfilled the counsel of God (see Acts 11:19; Rom. 5:3; 2Cor. 1:4; 4:17). “Be shaken”, it means swaying the tail, and the word is used to refer to “flattery”, “enticement” etc. Here, it means that believers are enticed to be away from the truth. When believers are persecuted, they are distresses and may doubt God, and thus their faith is moved. 

“For you yourselves know that we are appointed to this”, Christians are appointed to suffer afflictions (Matt. 17; John 16:33; Acts 14:22; 2Tim. 3:12; 1Pet. 4:12). In other words, tribulations are the portion appointed by God to us. In order to fulfill the counsel of God, He puts us in afflictions. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Afflictions not only may make believers physically pain but also produce another worry, that is, the faith of someone may be moved because of afflictions. 

2) Only those who are not steadfast in faith will be moved by afflictions (see v.2).

3) Indeed, the wicked one schemes to shake the faith of believers by afflictions (see v.5), and yet the affliction is also a tool appointed by God the Father to edify believers.

4) All the trials and temptations in our Christian life are not by chance ---- they are appointed. To common Christians, afflictions are our “normal” experience, and are “unavoidable” (see v.4).

5) In fact, tribulations may prove the reality of believers’ faith and are the pledge of our coming glory (see Acts 14:22; Rom. 8:17-18; 2Tim. 2:12). 

6) Many times we have not overcome in afflictions. Actually, it is not because we have no power to overcome afflictions, but that we have not attached importance to them. therefore, they will lose will to fight and complain and take the consequences

7) If we firmly believe that afflictions are the necessary experience of godly Christians, we will prepare our heart. No matter what affliction get to us, we will be enabled to overcome it by the Lord. 

8) Afflictions for Christians are appointed for reasons as follows: 1) since we are not of the world, we will be hated by the world (John 15:19). 2) Not only does Satan scheme to gain us by afflictions, but also God is appointed to gain us through afflictions.

9) The scheme of the devil is to make men allow temporary afflictions and enter into eternal pain. However, God’s will is to let us experience transient afflictions and thus enjoy eternal glory (2Cor. 4:16-17).

10) If believers have the mind of suffering of the Lord (Phil. 1:19), they will be stumbled by nothing. Afflictions can not shake the faith of true believers and yet will establish them (Rom. 8:36-39; 2Tim. 2:11-13). 

11) If we are established in faith (v.2), afflictions will profit us according to the will of God (Rom. 8:27-28). Otherwise, we will be drawn aside by “the tempter” (v.5) through afflictions.

12) Since the word “shaken” in the original means “flatter” or “fawn on”, we may think that Satan may not shake our faith through afflictions only and it may also sometimes flatter believers to lead them astray. 

1Thess. 3:4 “For, in fact, we told you before when we were with you that we would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you know.”


YLT: “for even when we were with you, we said to you beforehand, that we are about to suffer tribulation, as also it did come to pass, and ye have known [it];”

Literal Meaning: “we told you before”, the tense in the original is progressive tense, which shows that Paul tells them repeatedly. 

“When we were with you that we would suffer tribulation”, it indicates that the afflictions of believers are not unexpected. 

“Just as it happened”, see Acts 17:4-9;

“And you know”, Paul mentions “you know” in chapter one to three (see 1:5; 2:2, 5, 11) again and again. Therefore, the three chapters are just recounting things in the past. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Some preachers and believers are prepossessed by a bias, that is, they hold believers are suggested to talk about only “positive” things in the church and shrink from discussing “passive” things. However, Paul told the Thessalonians that believers would suffer afflictions. Many negatives are recorded in the Scriptures, which occupy one third of the whole book. 

2) We shall warn those who have just believed the Lord that this is not an easy way when they desire to live to the Lord. Otherwise, when trials come, these babies in Christ will be discouraged and distressed. 

3) A truly faithful servant of the Lord not only has spiritual insight, but is also able to address timely warnings against the crisis that the church may be faced with. A truly wise believer will surely receive the warnings of the Lord’s servants humbly and study the spiritual experiences from others.

4) What great encouragement and comfort it is, if in the afflictions we have truly known that the sufferings are according to the will of God and for the sake of Christ.

1Thess. 3:5 “For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain.”


YLT: “because of this also, I, no longer forbearing, did send to know your faith, lest he who is tempting did tempt you, and in vain might be our labour.”

Literal Meaning: “for this reason, when I could no longer endure it”, “I” in the original is singular and emphatic in the original. Paul here emphasizes his deep concern for the church in Thessalonica. “Could no longer endure”, it is mentioned for the second time (see v.1), which shows that he is anxious about them (2Cor. 11:29). 

“To know your faith”, “faith”, it is the beginning of salvation as well as the foundation of Christians’ life. If the faith of Christians goes wrong, they will become cold and backward and will be stumbled. 

“Lest by some means the tempter had tempted you”, “the tempter had tempted”, the tempter is Satan. It is the head of all evil spirits (see Matt. 13:39; 2Cor. 4:4), and it always entices men to sin and go against the will of God and hurts men’s body (2Cor. 12:7) and soul (Matt. 13:39; Mark. 4:15; 1Cor. 7:5; 2Cor. 4:4). Satan firstly deceived Eve (Gen. 3:1-6; 2Cor. 11:3; 1Tim. 2:14) and had tempted the Lord Jesus (Matt. 4:1-11) and the Lord’s disciples (see Luke 22:3). However, it was defeated by the Lord (Col. 2:15). Finally, the devil shall be cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10). Therefore, believers need not to fear it.

“And our labor might be in vain”, Satan tempts believers for the purpose of hindering and destroying the gospel works accomplished by the ministers of God see 2:18) and making them in vain. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Satan often discourages believers by the tool of afflictions and entices them to turn away from Christ. Therefore, it often makes troubles (see Job. 1:9-11; 2:4-5).

2) The central point that Satan attacks is the faith of Christians. The devil will weaken our faith towards God by all means (see Gen. 3:1). Once Christians have lost faith, they will become indifferent, not to mention the pursuit of the growth of life. 

3) Indeed, we shall know our labor in the Lord is not in vain (1Cor. 15:58). Besides, we shall also take necessary actions as Paul so as to prevent the devil from destroying the fruit of our labor randomly.

1Thess. 3:6 “But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always have good remembrance of us, greatly desiring to see us, as we also to see you--”


YLT: “And now Timotheus having come unto us from you, and having declared good news to us of your faith and love, and that ye have a good remembrance of us always, desiring much to see us, as we also [to see] you,”

Literal Meaning: “but now that Timothy has come to us from you”, “come”: return back to Corinth; Paul wrote this intimate and encouraging epistle in Corinth to believers in Thessalonians. 

“And brought us good news of your faith and love”, “faith and love” are essential qualities of believers. Faith is the right attitude toward God. And love is the right attitude toward men. One can establish the right and perfect relationship with both God and men on the basis of faith and love.

“Good news” originally refers to the gospel, but here it is the only exceptional usage. Paul uses good news to suggest that he has really obtained unusual joy after hearing their news. 

“Good news of your faith and love”, that is, their faith has not been shaken by the afflictions (see v.3), and their love to one another has not been changed (see 4:9).

Paul mentions “faith, love and hope” in chapter one (1:3), but here misses “hope”. Some Bible exegetes think possibly it was because some of them died (4:13) and the rest of them had wrong ideas of and attitude to the Lord’s coming. Therefore, Paul did not praise their “hope” and corrected them in chapter four and five. 

“And that you always have good remembrance of us”, this is the second good news brought back by Timothy. That believers remember Paul and his fellow workers indicates they respect and love Paul and have not forsaken the teachings he has preached to them. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There are two giant enemies on the heavenly way on which Christians run ---- Satan and world. To Satan, we shall resist in steadfast faith (1Pet. 5:8-9). To the world, it is our faith that makes us overcome the world (1John 5:4). Therefore, holding fast the faith is rather important.

2) Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct (Heb. 13:7).

1Thess. 3:7 “therefore, brethren, in all our affliction and distress we were comforted concerning you by your faith.”


YLT: “because of this we were comforted, brethren, over you, in all our tribulation and necessity, through your faith,”

Meaning of Words: “affliction”: anguish, trouble;


Literal Meaning: “in all our affliction and distress”, “all”, it referred to all the affliction and distress that Paul had experienced in the past and at that time. Paul was just faced with opposition in Corinth then (see Acts 18:6-17).  

“We were comforted concerning you by your faith”, the Lord’s workers work on believers and bear them as a burden. The sound condition of believers is always a comfort to them.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In spite of the “affliction and distress” that Paul was suffered at that time, he still cared for the church in Thessalonica and was comforted by their “good news”, which unveiled that the Lord’s workers paid more attention to the troubles of others than that of themselves.

2) Though Paul was in all affliction and distress, he was still concerned with others, lest they should be shaken by all afflictions (v.3). Preachers do not solve their own problems and then help others to deal with their problems, nor “give” others only when they are “abundant”.

3) Paul supplies the believers in Thessalonica, and the Thessalonians comforted Paul. The relationship of spiritual giving and receiving is not “unidirectional” but “mutual” communion. A preacher shall humble himself so that he will obtain spiritual provision from common believers.

4) The servants of the Lord shall be ready at any time to supply the need of others as well as receive the provision of others.

5) In the church, though the degree of the growth of our spiritual life is different, things that are worthy of “comfort” and encouragement can always be found in everyone (see Rom. 1:12).

6) The deeper the loving care is, the deeper the comfort will receive.

7) The more one is suffered, the more he shall be comforted. The experience of afflictions profits not only oneself but also others.

8) The testimony in afflictions may establish the heart of others in a wordless manner. God allows us to suffer afflictions for the purpose of building us as well as others through our experiences. 

1Thess. 3:8 “For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord.”


YLT: “because now we live, if ye may stand fast in the Lord;”


Literal Meaning: “for now we live”, believers’ standing fast in the Lord is opposite to the condition that their faith is shaken in faith (v.3). 

“If you stand fast in the Lord”, if believers stand fast in the Lord, the Lord’s servants will lead a richer and more meaning life (see Is. 38:16);

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The true workers of the Lord shall share life and death with the believers whom they serve (2Cor. 11:29). The spiritual conditions of believers may often influence the spiritual life and feeling of preachers before God. 

2) The sound spiritual condition of the common believers may encourage the heart of preachers and improve their working. 

3) To the servants of the Lord, the secret of making them “live” is to establish the common believers. If we are willing to shift the core from ourselves to others, we will be strengthened and have better service. 

4) Christians are not supposed to live for themselves (Rom. 14:7), and shall have the mind of living for others (Phil. 1:24). Such life is meaningful. And every time when we see the saints whom we have helped stand firm in the Lord, we know we have not lived in vain. 

1Thess. 3:9 “For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before our God,”


YLT: “for what thanks are we able to recompense to God for you, for all the joy with which we do joy because of you in the presence of our God?”

Literal Meaning: “we rejoice for your sake before our God”, Paul mentions again and again that believers in Thessalonica are their joy (see 2:19-20). 

“For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy”, “for all the joy”, it refers to the joy because of the believers in Thessalonica; “what thanks”: the indescribable joy; “render to God for you”, it reveals that the performance of believers in Thessalonica is totally due to the working of God in them. 

Note that Paul does not thank God for the sake of the fruit of his works in Thessalonica, but for “all the joy”. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The true joy of Christians is the joy “before God”. 

2) Many people rejoice because of what they have gained. Seldom does a man have joy because of others, let alone “great joy”.

3) What is the motivation of our service and joy before God on earth? For our own performance of works, or for the spiritual conditions of the servants? Many preachers emphasize “things” more than “men”. Therefore, their joy is different from Paul. 

4) The joy of Paul here and his previous anxiety contrast sharply (v.1, 5). The joy of preachers is obtained at the cost of tears (Ps. 126:5-6). 

5) There two methods for Christians to rejoice: 1) preach the gospel to men in the world and thus enjoy their joy of being saved; 2) preach the word or supply life to believers and enjoy the joy of their victory; 

6) Anything of us worthy of joy is gifted by God. Therefore, we shall give thanks to God. However, how much thanks have we given to God on earth?

7) When God is involved, the service and shepherding in the church will be efficacious. All that is done by God can be done “before God”. And “thanks” and glory will be given unto God. 

8) We often give thanks for the grace we have personally received, not for “you” (for others). May the Lord enlarge our mind, from “me” to “us”, and more to “you” and “them”.  

1Thess. 3:10 “night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect what is lacking in your faith?”


YLT: “night and day exceedingly beseeching, that we might see your face, and perfect the things lacking in your faith.”

Meaning of Words: “perfect”: fit, mend, restore, prepare, repair; “lacking”: that which is behind, want, deficit; 


Literal Meaning: “night and day praying exceedingly”, “night and day”, it does not mean praying in the two fixed period (once in the morning and the other in the evening) nor praying only without doing anything, but means prayer frequently (see 1:2-3). “Exceedingly”, the word in Greek is a strong and seldom-used compound (see 5:13; Eph. 3:20), which expresses the earnestness of Paul’s prayers.

“Perfect what is lacking in your faith”, “prefect”: make complete; “your faith”, note that this is the fifth time that Paul mentions their faith (see v. 2, 5, 6, 7). “What is lacking”, since believers in Thessalonica are still young, they still have shortage in the faith they have just obtained. In the next two chapters (chapter four to five), Paul gives the teachings to them to make up what is lacking in their faith.  

The last paragraph of this chapter (v.10-13) is the prayer of Paul. Paul often inserts his prayers suddenly in the epistles (e.g. Eph. 1:15-23; 3:14-21; Phil. 1:9-11; Col. 1:9-12). 

The next verse is the subject of his prayer ---- expect to return to visit the church in Thessalonica again to perfect what is lacking in their faith. And from verse eleven to thirteen, it is the content of his prayer ---- pray for the two aspects mentioned in the subject in detail. In verse eleven, he asks God the Father and the Lord Jesus to bring him back to Thessalonica. And in verse eleven and twelve, he asks the Lord to make up the three aspects of shortages of believers in Thessalonica ---- abound in love, be established in hearts in holiness until the Lord comes again. 

There are altogether one hundred and thirty six verses in both the First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians, among which twenty four verses mention “pray” or “prayer”, more than one fifth of the whole. Obviously, Paul pays attentions to prayers closely. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If one does not persevere at prayer, he just appears to have no prayer.

2) Paul praises the faith of believers in Thessalonica (see v.6-7; 1:3, 8), and also points out what is lacking in their faith. Preachers shall not only praise believers for their growth but also discern their shortage to make them complete. 

3) The faith of Christians shall never be utterly perfected, so it is endless. That is why our faith needs to be regulated, supplied and increased continually ---- “on the principle of faith to faith” (Rom. 1:17). Self-content faith is not true faith. 

4) The most important work of preachers is not preachment, but prayer. Prayer first and then preachment (see Acts 6:4). Where there is no prayer, there is no preachment.

5) The prophet Samuel told the people of Israel, “moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way” (1Sam. 12:23). 

1Thess. 3:11 “Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you.”


YLT: “And our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you,”

Literal Meaning: “now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ”, in the First and Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, God the Father is often mentioned with the Son together, relating to the relationship of the holy Trinity (see 1:1; 2Thess. 1:2, 8, 12; 2:16; 3:5).

“Direct our way to you”, “direct”: make the way straight; “direct” is the singular verb in the original, which shows that God the Father and the Son are one. 

There are also some other Bible exegetes think that the variation of verb is according to the subject nearest to it, namely, the verbs modifies the subject “the Lord Jesus”. Therefore, it is singular verb. If this explanation is acceptable, it shows us that the Lord Jesus directs believers according to the will of God and the actions of the Lord Jesus is in accord with God the Father. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Someone misunderstands the words in the Book of James, thinking that Christians should not take initiative to go to some place or do anything but have to do everything passively with the view that “if the Lord will” (see James 4:13-15). Actually, Christians are allowed to have their own desire and plan. What is important is obedience to God’s will and guidance (see Rom. 1:10).

2) Wherever we Christians go or whatever we do, we may have a burden and desire according to the inspiration in Spirit and then commit them to God through prayer and wait for God to direst our steps… (Jer. 10:23).

1Thess. 3:12 “And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you,”


YLT: “and you the Lord cause to increase and to abound in the love to one another, and to all, even as we also to you,”

Literal Meaning: “and may the Lord make you…in love to one another”, “the Lord”, in the epistle, the Lord often refers to the Lord Jesus, not God the Father; “you”, it is emphatic in the original, which suggests “no matter whether I am with you”;

    “Love to one another”, it refers to the brotherly love (see 4:9); 

“Increase and abound in love to all”, “all” refers to all the people (see 2Pet. 1:7); “increase and abound”, it means being abundant unto fullness. 

“In love to one another and to all”, it indicates that the way of the increasing of Christians’ love ---- to love the brethren one has known firstly and then love all; to love the brethren who are begotten by God firstly (1John 5:1) and then love all that are created by God;

“Just as we do to you”, he sets his own conversation as an example and asks believers to imitate him (see 1:6). This is totally different from the Pharisees (see Matt. 23:3). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Paul firstly cares for the faith of believers in this chapter (v.2-10), and then mentions love. Therefore, love is out of faith (Gal. 5:6) and works with faith together (1Tim. 1:14).

2) The love of Christians shall increase and abound as their spiritual life grows. Love is the index of our growth in live (see 1:3).

3) There is great crisis for the one who is in afflictions, that is, he is prone to love himself but not love others ---- one may become self-centered in afflictions. Those who are persecuted often become self-interested, demanding love of others and yet grudging loving others.

4) Actually, if we really suffer afflictions for the sake of the Lord, the furnace of afflictions can mostly manifest the reality of our inner life ---- love, the love that has been tried and purified by the Lord.

5) Generally, Christians love the brethren in the church firstly ---- “love one another” and then love “all” (see 2Pet. 1:7). However, many people have a strange thought, that is, they are unable to love those who are around them and yet love those whom they are unfamiliar with. Such love may not be out of the Lord.

6) We shall lead a life of “loving one another” in the church ---- love those brothers and sisters who are with us in the gatherings and let love increase and abound in practical life and thus “love all” naturally ---- love those who have lost and our enemies (see Rom. 12:14, 20).

7) The love that increases and abounds is unlimited and expands unto all thirsty hearts. True love of Christians is toward both believers and all.

8) Love of believers shall not be given to those who have the same faith only. Many Christians are hostile to men in the world and even to other Christians who have different views on truth. Such attitude of them unveils that they lack the love in the divine life of God (1John 5:1) and have only natural life in their soul. 

1Thess. 3:13 “so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.”


YLT: “to the establishing your hearts blameless in sanctification before our God and Father, in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.”

Meaning of Words: “in holiness”: sanctification; 


Literal Meaning: “so that He may …at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints”, “all the saints”, in the Scriptures it refers to: 1) believers in Christ (Rom. 1:2; 1Cor. 1:2); 2) the saints in the Old Testament (Zech. 14:5); however, here it may be relate to the Christians who are dead (see 4:14) or the angels (see Matt. 25:31), or it refers to both.  

    “Establish your hearts before our God and Father”, “establish your hearts”, the firm faith (v.2-3) and the increasing and abundant love (v.12) make believers steadfast in hope of the Lord’s second coming. Thus, they will seek holiness in faith, love and hope. 

“Blameless in holiness”, here, “holiness” is a kind of condition, not process. When the Lord comes again, believers will become holy to a degree that they will be able to give an account before God. This is the fruit of the continual working of the Holy Spirit in men. 

In fact, each believer has been sanctified when he is saved because of the accomplished redemption of the Lord Jesus Christ (Heb. 10:10), so he is called “saint” (2Cor. 1:2). The Bible scholars call it sanctification on objective position. After believers are saved, believers shall bear fruit unto holiness in works by the Holy Spirit (see Rom. 6:22), which is sanctification in subjective experience. Today, all believers have the life and disposition of holiness (2Pet. 1:3-4), through which we will live the holy life in the power of the Holy Spirit (2Thess. 2:13), thus experiencing the subjective sanctification. We have to pay the price to seek such kind of sanctification (see Heb. 12:10). Therefore, only those whose hearts are established shall not give up halfway. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Paul sets “Christ’s second coming” as the motivation and hope of his prayer. There are two great motivations of Paul’s works ---- one is the gospel, and the second is the second coming of Christ.

2) When Christ comes again, He will examine how we spend our days in the world and reward us according to His judgment. Therefore, the second coming of Christ shall encourage us to lead a sanctified life. 

3) The words “so that” at the outset of his verse show that the increasing and abounding (v.12) of love is the foundation of the establishment and sanctification of one’s heart. He who has no love is far from establishment and holiness. 

4) The manifestation of love is the only way to holy life. If love has not been filled in one’s heart, selfishness will restrain the development of his virtues so that he will care for himself only and lead a life away from God and holiness. 

5) The second coming of Christ motivates believers lead a sanctified life, for “without holiness no one shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). The church is Christ’s bride, who shall adorn herself with holiness and prepare herself to meet her bridegroom (Rev. 19:7-8; 21:2). 

6) We know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure (1John 3:2-3). 

7) According to our nature, we are changeable and often become double-minded with the environmental change. Only when we hope the second coming of Christ with perfect steadfastness, can we gird up the loins of our mind and be sober (see 1Pet. 1:13). Therefore, the Lord’s second coming motivates Christians to “be established in hearts”.

8) He who is established in heart shall be sanctified. He who is not sanctified will not be established in heart. Both are closely linked with one another. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

A Blessed Church that is Established 

A. They are blessed for having obtained a preacher who are responsible for establishing the church:

1. He can not suffer believers’ being tempted by the tempter (v.1, 5);

2. He sends his fellow workers to establish believers (v.2);

3. He foretells believers that they will suffer afflictions, lest they should be shaken by afflictions (v.3-4);

4. He rejoices for the sake of the church’s standing firm, though he himself is in affliction (v.6-9);

5. He asks God to lead him to perfect what is lacking in their faith (v.10-11);

6. He prays for the establishment of them until the Lord comes again (v.12-13); 

B. The conditions of their blessedness of being established:

1. They have not been shaken in all afflictions (v.3-4).

2. They have overcome the tempter (v.5).

3. They have faith toward God and love toward the saints and always remember the Lord’s servants (v.6).

C. The spiritual elements of their blessedness of being established:

1. Because of standing firm in the Lord (v.8);

2. Because of being kept by God (v.9);

3. Because of good spiritual examples ---- “just as we…” (v.6,12);

4. Because of the hope of the Lord’s second coming (v.13);

The Reasons for the Change of Paul and the Actions He Has Taken

A. Could no longer “endure…” ---- action: send Timothy (v.1-5);

B. Reason: the good new brought by Timothy ---- be “comforted” (v.6-7);

C. Reason: believers stand fast ---- “live” (v.8);

D. Rejoice for the sake of believers ---- action: reward God with thanksgiving (v.9);

The Purposes of Paul’s Sending Timothy to Thessalonica

A. Establish the faith of believers in Thessalonica (v.2, 5);

B. Encourage them concerning their faith (v.2b);

C. Prevent them from being shaken by afflictions (v.3);

The Relations of Preachers with Believers’ Faith

A. Who encourage believers concerning the faith (v.2);

B. Who care for the condition of believers’ faith (v.5);

C. Who has known the faith of believers (v.6);

D. Who are encouraged because of believers’ faith (v.7);

E. Who perfect what is lacking in believers’ faith (v.8);

Know about the Firm Faith

A. The firm faith is build on the faith (v.2);

B. The firm faith is not shaken by afflictions (v.3-5);

C. The firm faith will produce good testimony (v.6);

D. The firm faith is able to encourage and stir up preachers and believers (v.7-10);

E. The firm faith leads to abundant love (v.12);

F. The firm faith makes believers keep until the Lord comes again (v.13a);

G. The firm faith leads to sanctification finally (v.13b);

1 Thessalonians Chapter Four                             

I. Content of the Chapter

The Life and Knowledge that Christians Are Supposed to Have

A. The motivations of Christians’ conversation (v.1-2):

1. Please God (v.1);

2. Keep the commandments of the Lord (v.2);

B. Three principles of Christians’ conversation (v.3-12):

1. Sanctification (v.3-8);

2. Love one another (v.9-10);

3. Work with your own hands and walk properly toward those who are outside (v.11-12);

C. The basic knowledge that Christians shall have about the future (v.13-18):

1. The dead in Christ will rise again (v.13-14);

2. The second coming of the Lord and the rapture of believers (v.15-18);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

1Thess. 4:1 “Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God;”


YLT: “As to the rest, then, brethren, we request you, and call upon you in the Lord Jesus, as ye did receive from us how it behoveth you to walk and to please God, that ye may abound the more,”

Literal Meaning: “then”, it indicates that Paul will put the matter of the Lord’s second coming mentioned in the previous chapter (3:13) into practice. 

“Finally then, brethren”, “brethren”, it shows that Paul speaks on the equal status of brothers. “Finally”, this is a conjunction of this book that shifts the topic. The previous three chapters mention the various conditions of Paul and believers in Thessalonica. In the last two chapters, Paul teaches believers in Thessalonica how to live in faith, love and hope in daily life and prepare oneself to meet the Lord’s second coming. 

“We urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus”, “in the Lord Jesus”, it means that he does not exhort out of himself, but out of the Lord Jesus. And only the exhortations in the Lord will change men. The two verbs “urge” and “exhort” show the humble and earnest attitude of Paul. 

“Just as you received from us”, it reveals that the following exhortations are according to his teachings in the past and add something more. 

“How you ought to walk and to please God”, “walk” refers to one’s conversation in life. Here, it points that the conversation of Christians is not for the purpose of satisfying oneself, but pleasing God. 

“That you should abound more and more”, here, it suggests that the conversation of believers in Thessalonica has already been according to the right principle, and yet is not perfect, which requires further improvement. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Success in works and boldness in faith do not represent spiritual maturity. All those who wait for the Lord’s coming again shall prepare themselves in both of these aspects.  

2) The faith of Christians is bound up with their daily life. If the truth has not been put into practice, it is vain words without any value.

3) When someone exhorts others, he always regards the other side inferior to him and thus exhorts them in a condescending manner unconsciously. Therefore, he receives little effect.

4) If Christians have some exhortations and teachings, they shall do in the Lord. And only in the Lord, the exhortations will be effective. 

5) When we exhort others, we shall humbly realize that we are unworthy and we are enabled to speak only in the Lord.

6) Exhortations and urging are proper to be used concomitantly. A gentle tongue breaks a bone (Pro. 25:15). Let our word always be with grace, seasoned with salt (Col. 4:6) so that the word will enter into men and emit its effect.

7) The whole of Christians’ life is for the purpose of pleasing God. Therefore, we shall know the will of God and know what pleases God. 

8) If life does not grow, it will be withered. Either one goes forward in spiritual race or he will be left behind. Christians should not be indulged in the satisfaction of the present condition, but shall “abound more and more”.

9) No matter what degree we Christians have attained to, we shall know that I have not already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christi Jesus has also laid hold of me (Phil. 3:12-14). 

1Thess. 4:2 “for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus.”


YLT: “for ye have known what commands we gave you through the Lord Jesus,”

Literal Meaning: “for”, it shows that “pleasing God” (v.1) is the commandment of the Lord Jesus. 

“You know”, here Paul reminds them again the teachings that he has given to them in the past. Such words have appeared in this epistle again and again (see 1:5; 2:1, 2, 5, 11; 3:3, 4; 4:1, 2, 6, 9; 5:1).

“We gave you through the Lord Jesus”, it indicates that Paul’s teachings are based on the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

“What commandments”, “commandment” is a military term, which refers to the commandment given by the higher officials that should be kept (see Acts 16:24). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If necessary, preachers should repeatedly declare the similar messages until they have been deeply inserted into believers’ heart. Therefore, the words will impress believers and influence their conversation. 

2) Many believers hear the word for the sake of hearing only and like to hear various flesh words. Therefore, they appear to be impatient to the words they have heard. Such attitude of hearing hinders them from receiving benefit from the messages.

3) If we desire to keep the word with a pure and honest mind and do not hear the sermons for appreciation, we will find that we really need preachers to remind us the similar messages repeatedly so that we will clearly understand the words and put them into practice. 

4) All the teachings should be preached to others in the Lord. Anyone shall never act on his responsibility or regard his will as that of the Lord. 

5) Paul says, “for I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me” (Rom. 15:18).

6) The responsibilities of Christians are being chosen and good soldiers of Christ and obedience of His “commandments”.

7) If Christians receive the words in the Scriptures with the mind of absolute obedience to the Lord’s commandments, they will receive new visions, for the will of God is open to those who truly desire to keep (see John 7:17).

1Thess. 4:3 “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality;”


YLT: “for this is the will of God -- your sanctification; that ye abstain from the whoredom,”

The Background: at that time, the moral concept concerning sex was rather low, holding that chastity was a kind of improper bondage and so sexuality outside of marriage was commonly acceptable, especially in Greece, where the pagans stimulated sexual activities in order to worship false gods. Since believers in Thessalonica were saved in such environment, they might be vague about the concept of sex. 


Literal Meaning: “for”, it shows that verse three is parallel to verse two ---- both “the will of God” and “the Lord’s commandments relate to “pleasing God”. 

“This is the will of God, your sanctification”, “the will of God” refers to the will that God pleases (see v.1). The will of God is divided into two sorts: one is the individual guidance, e.g. where to go and what to do (see James 4:13-15; Acts 13:22); the other is the general will to all believers, e.g. He wills us to do good (1Pet. 2:15). Here, the will of God is the latter one, namely, the will to all believers.

“Sanctification”, it relates to the separation from the world in the original. Here it especially refers to the sanctification from the filthy and corrupt customs of the pagans. 

The will of God is that He desires that those whom He has redeemed lead a sanctified life according to his divine nature (see 2Pet. 1:4) and are separated from all things outside of God in order to be unto God. For this sake, God grants us the Holy Spirit (see v.8) to help us and sanctifies us completely (see 5:23). 

“That you should abstain from sexual immorality”, “sexual immorality”, it refers to any form of sexual union outside of lawful marriage. Believers should utterly abstain from any sexual immorality, including sexual immorality before marriage, sexual immorality outside of marriage, and homosexuality etc. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God has chosen us to be the people of God’s kingdom for the purpose of making us understand and keep the will of God so that the will of God will be done upon the earth as in heaven (Matt. 6:10). Therefore, believers shall put the will of God at the first place. 

2) When we Christians live on the earth, we shall learn the example of David to keep the will of God in everything (Acts 13:22. 36). Thus, we will live a valuable life (1John 2:17).

3) May God make us complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what in well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ (Heb. 13:21).

4) Though Christians have been justified positionally (1Cor. 6:11), they shall have sanctified testimony in practical life. 

5) God created men according to His image (Gen. 1:26-27) so that men shall manifest Him (see Rom. 9:23). As regards this will, nothing offends God or destroys men more than sexual immorality. 

6) Concerning all things that may defile us, we need never seek whether they are in accordance with the will of God, for they are always against the will of God. 

7) The will of God is our sanctification. Sanctification is opposite to sexual immorality. Nothing destroys believers more than fornication (see 1Cor. 16:18). Therefore, we shall thoroughly abstain from fornication. 

8) Fornication is the cause of every evil. No temptation is more serious and common than other temptation of sins. Believers should be more cautious (see 1Cor. 5:1). The secret of overcoming sins is turning aside from and keeping off temptations.

9) We shall flee from lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart (2Tim. 2:22).        

1Thess. 4:4 “that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,”


YLT: “that each of you know his own vessel to possess in sanctification and honour,”

Meaning of Words: “possess”: obtain, provide, purchase, get, acquire; 


Literal Meaning: “how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor”, “in sanctification and honor”, “sanctification” emphasizes the condition before God; “honor” emphasizes the status before men; if believers have committed sexual immorality in body, they have become unclean before God and humble before men. 

    “Vessel”, the body of each believer is the vessel of the treasure (2Cor. 4:7). If anyone cleanses himself from dishonor, he will be a vessel for honor and useful for the Master (2Tim. 2:21).


Controversial Clarification: “possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor”, some Bible exegetes interpret that this verse indicates each brother shall keep the chastity of his own wife or keep his faithfulness to his wife according to the First Book of Peter, in which “vessel” is interpreted as “wife” (1Pet. 3:7). Such explanation obviously regards the husband as the vessel of the husband, but Peter means that both husband and wife are vessels jointly inheriting the grace of life and the wife is a weaker vessel. Therefore, we should not agree with such explanation. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Each believer should honor and possess his body so as to make it used by God. 

2) Any sexual immorality dishonors others as well as one’s own body. 

3) The bodies of believers are the members of Christ and are the temple of God and are bought with a price (1Cor. 6:19-20). Therefore, we shall not commit any sin of fornication, but use our bodies to glorify God.

4) We shall not passively flee (v.3) and resist the lusts concerning our bodies, but actively grasp and control and dominate our bodies so as to possess them in sanctification and honor.

5) The best way for believer to use their bodies is to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God (Rom. 12:1) and yield our members as instruments of righteousness unto God (Rom. 6:14, 19). 

1Thess. 4:5 “not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God;”


YLT: “not in the affection of desire, as also the nations that were not knowing God,”

Meaning of Words: “passion”: inordinate affection, suffering; “lust”: longing (especially for what is forbidden; concupiscence, desire, lusts); 


Literal Meaning: “not in passion of lust”, “passion” in the original contains a kind of active and fierce desire. When God created men, He had given various normal desires and instincts in men’s bodies, e.g. appetite makes men enjoy eating and thus grow up, sexuality makes male and female attract one anther and multiply through marriage, etc. However these desires and instincts are used by sin because of the fall of men and have become shameful lusts, inciting men to do unreasonable things reversely (see Rom. 1:26-31). Such abnormal lust is the “passion of lust” here. 

“Like the Gentiles who do not know God”, “the Gentiles” refer to those who do not believer the Lord Jesus (see 1Cor. 10:20; Eph. 4:17; 1Pet. 4:3; John 7);

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Each believer is the master of his own body, so he is supposed to manage his own body and not walk according to the passion of lust in body.

2) All the lusts in one’s body should be controlled and governed so that he is enabled to have normal and proper conversation. The normal Christians surpass the lust of body without any control of the physical lust.

3) The ignorance of God is the basic reason for the passion of lust.

4) The custom of the world is seriously corrupted. When we believers live in such an evil and deprived society, we shall never swim with the tide, but shall manifest the different character and testimony from the world.

5) Christians should be separated from men in the world in conversation, for they do not know God (see Jer. 10:25; Ps. 79:6) and yet we know God.

6) The more we Christians know God, the more will we know how to conduct ourselves in the house of God and the more will we manifest the God in the flesh (1Tim. 4:15-16). 

7) We Chinese who have believed the Lord are no longer “Gentiles”, but fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God, (Eph. 2:19); (1Thess. 1:5; Rev. 1:6). 

1Thess. 4:6 “that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified.”


YLT: “that no one go beyond and defraud in the matter his brother, because an avenger [is] the Lord of all these, as also we spake before to you and testified,”

Meaning of Words: “take advantage of”: be covetous, get an advantage, make a gain; “defraud”: transcend, overreach; 


Literal Meaning: “that no one should take advantage of…in this matter”, “this matter”, refers to the sexual immorality (see v.3); “take advantage of” refers to transgressions; 

“And defraud his brother”, sexual immorality does not only sin against God but also against men, for it harms not only the persons involved but also their spouses or the fiance or the fiancée (including that of his own and that of the other party). If the object of sexual immorality is believer or believers’ spouse (including the betrothed pair), it is just defrauding brother. “Defraud”, it refers being covetous to make a gain; “brother”, it is a general appellation, including sisters. 

“Because the Lord is the avenger of all such”, “all such”, it refers to the matter of take advantage of and defraud brothers; “avenger”, it means that the Lord will surely judge those who have committed sexual immorality and chasten them. The fear of the Lord’s vengeance is another motive of our sanctification. 

Sometime, the Lord’s vengeance comes upon men when they are alive, e.g. God’s judgment upon David after he has committed fornication (2Sam. 12:11-14; or many people have got venereal disease or AIDS, or they have divorced and ruined upon themselves. Sometimes, it is executed after man is dead. However, no matter when one is living or is dead, men should give an account before the judgment-seat of the Lord eventually (Rom. 2:6). 

“As we also forewarned you and testified”, “forewarned”, it means warning again and again;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If men keep a slothful attitude toward sexual relationship (see v.5), they may easily overstep the orders and thus sin against God and harm others.

2) Today, men in the world hold that it is not sin of the sexual relationship between those who love each other, disregarding the supposed right of the spouses of them. This is overreaching man himself in the eyes of the righteous God and He will reward.

3) We shall never take advantage of brothers in the church in words, deeds, or attitudes. The Lord is the avenger of not only fornication but also all things that harm brothers (see Matt. 18:6, 10; 24:48-51).

4) Someone have a wrong concept, thinking that preachers should speak more positive words in the church, but avoid negative words. However, Paul is not so. He always repeats the words of warning and exhortations. 

1Thess. 4:7 “For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.”


YLT: “for God did not call us on uncleanness, but in sanctification;”

Literal Meaning: “for”, it shows another reason why we believers should “avoid sexual immorality” (v.3). 

“God did not call us to uncleanness”, “uncleanness”, it indicates the result of sexual immorality ---- sin against one’s own body (1Cor. 6:18) so as to cause his body unclean;

“But in holiness”, “holiness” and “uncleanness” are a pair of opposite words. Believers should be holy in all conversations, for the One who calls us is holy (1Pet. 1:15-16).

The purpose of God’s calling to men is departure from uncleanness and becoming holiness. This is another reason why believers should be kept physically virgin.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God’s salvation is never a kind of guarantee that makes men sin at ease. Therefore, we shall not defile uncleanness with boldness because of the forgiveness of God’s salvation.

2) In one sense, believers are those whom God has sanctified unto Himself, so they are “saints”. In another sense, they should manifest such sanctified status in their daily life. 

1Thess. 4:8 “Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit.”


YLT: “he, therefore, who is despising -- doth not despise man, but God, who also did give His Holy Spirit to us.”

Literal Meaning: “therefore he who rejects this does not reject man”, “reject”, it means rejecting the commandment of our becoming holiness.  

“But God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit”, here, it has two aspects of meaning: 1) the main purpose of God’s giving Spirit to us is sanctifying us; 2) the chief work of the Holy Spirit is making us sanctified. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We shall not flippantly criticize or reject any fellow worker or brother, lest what he has said or done should be entrusted by God. Thus we have not criticized or rejected men, but God. 

2) He who lives in the immoral sins has just rejected God, especially the Holy Spirit. 

3) Obedience of the Spirit is the secret of living a life in holiness (Rom. 8:6, 13-14). If we walk in Spirit, we will not fulfill the lust of the flesh (Gal. 5:16). 

1Thess. 4:9 “But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;”


YLT: “And concerning the brotherly love, ye have no need of [my] writing to you, for ye yourselves are God-taught to love one another,”

Literal Meaning: “but concerning brotherly love”, “brotherly love” in the original is only a word, namely, “philadelphia”, which refers to the love among the children who are begotten by one father. And the word is used to refer to love among the children who are all begotten by God the Father, namely, the love of believers in Christ; 

“You have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God”, it has two aspects of meaning: 1) believers have the guidance of God’s Spirit and the feeling of God’s life, which make us naturally love one another without men’s teaching externally (see Heb. 8:10-11); 2) when Paul was with them previously, he had taught them concerning brotherly love, so he needed not to teach again. 

“To love one another”, “love” in the original is the divine and noble love (agape). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The life in holiness (see v.1-8) should be with love (v.9-10), for only love fulfills the law (Rom. 13:10).

2) The individual holy life is closely linked with the corporate life in love. Any unholy conversation in life is of selfish and harmful character and goes against the principle of love. On the contrary, if we do not love one another, we will not be able to have personal holy life.

3) All those who have been truly saved will be enabled to receive direct teaching from God (see Is. 54:13; John 6:45; 1Cor. 2:13).  

1Thess. 4:10 “and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more;”


YLT: “for ye do it also to all the brethren who [are] in all Macedonia; and we call upon you, brethren, to abound still more,”

Literal Meaning: “and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia”, “do so”, it refers to the manifestations of brotherly love. Believers in Thessalonica have become the example of the churches in Macedonia in the work of faith, and also have good performance in the work of love (see 2Cor. 8:1-2; comp. 1Thess. 3:4, 6). 

“But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more”, it indicates that the work of love should be abundant exceedingly and endlessly (see 3:12; 2Pet. 1:7).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter to what degree the faith and love of believers have progressed, they should still be furthered more. 

2) Love never fails (1Cor. 13:8), so the increase of love should also never fail. The love of believer shall increase unceasingly, no matter in the purity of quality or in the width of quantity. 

3) Love can be much used or widely used, but should not be abused or against the truth. Today, the church just needs the “increasing” of love more and more. 

1Thess. 4:11 “that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you,”


YLT: “and to study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we did command you,”


Meaning of Words: “aspire”: be fond of honor, emulous, eager, strive;

The Background: at that time, some Greek men despised the works of labor, thinking that only the humble salves were suitable to do such works. It was also possible that some believers in Thessalonians misunderstood the teaching of the Lord’s second coming ---- since the Lord’s second coming was so near, they had to put aside their works to wait for the Lord’s coming with whole heart. 

Literal Meaning: “to lead a quiet life”: to lead a calm and restful life, not stick one’s nose into the business of others (see 2Thess. 3:11-12), nor become the burden of others (see 2:9; 2Thess. 3:8).

“To mind your own business, and to work with your own hands”, it indicates that some believers in Thessalonica did not deign to work because of wrong ideas and had to keep their life by others. 

“As we commanded you”, it shows that Paul taught believers in truth as well as exhorted them practically when he preached there. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who loaf about with nothing to do may easily get interested in affairs of others, impressing others with intermeddling. 

2) Christians should have an aspiration of leading a quiet life on earth without any noise and working and living for the Lord purely without stirring up any trouble.

3) If a believer does not work with his own hands but counts on the loving almsgiving of others, it just misunderstands and misuses the love of believers. If we do not correct such condition, we have spoiled him and will even destroy him. 

4) Leading a life in love (v.9-10) is not counting on others, but that one shall labor himself and provide others in love. 

5) Believers’ life of loving one another is not creating opportunities to let others love us, but discovering chances to love others. It is not being idle about all the day under the pretext of letting others love, but working with one’s own hands for the sake of loving others. 

1Thess. 4:12 “that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing.”


YLT: “that ye may walk becomingly unto those without, and may have lack of nothing.”

Meaning of Words: “properly”: decorously, decently, honestly;


Literal Meaning: “that you may walk properly toward those who are outside”, “that”, it means result of “working with one’s own hands” (v.11); “those who are outside” refer to unbelievers; “walk properly”: walk honestly and decorously; 

“And that you may lack nothing”, you need not the provision of others; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Unbelievers despise the Christians who are spiritual in their own eyes and able to teach other with tongues only and yet unable to work with hands.

2) Believers on the earth shall at least attain to the admitted standard of the society and receive respect of those who are outside of the church.

3) Many Christians have no testimony before the world, for they work in a perfunctory fashion or they are even unwilling to work, thus humiliating the Lord’s name.

4) If believers do not work with their own hands and rely on the provision of others, they will become parasites of the society. Therefore, men shall despise them and their faith. 

5) Christians who lack because of having not worked well must be Christians who do not love or obey the Lord. 

1Thess. 4:13 “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.”


YLT: “And I do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, that ye may not sorrow, as also the rest who have not hope,”

The Background: believers in Thessalonica received the teaching of Paul to wait with patience for the Lord’s coming from the heaven (see 1:3, 10). However, when Paul left them, they might have wrong understand of the Lord’s second coming or misled by others and have wrong concepts as follows: 1) it was best to do nothing (see v.11) and wait for the Lord with whole heart; 2) they thought the Lord would come again when they were alive, so many believers desired to meet the Lord when they are alive; 3) there was no resurrection after death (see 1Cor. 15:12). Once man had died, everything ended. 


Literal Meaning: “concerning those who have fallen asleep”, “have fallen asleep” refer to believers who are dead; Christians will rise after death (1Cor. 15:22) as those who have fallen asleep will awake again. 

“But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren”, this is a tone that Paul often use (Rom. 1:13; 11:25; 1Cor. 10:1; 12:1; 2Cor. 1:8), showing that he is much willing to share the spiritual truth and experience he has known with others so that they will be benefited together. 

“Lest you sorrow”, it does not mean that believers should not have sorrowful feeling when their family members pass away, but that believers shall not be as those men in the world, who consider that they are separated because death and will never see again and all hope are shattered because of death and are sorrowful exceedingly. 

“As others who have no hope”, “others who have no hope”: unbelievers who do not believe the Lord. At that time, the Greek pagans deeply feared death, thinking that all hopes of life end when death comes.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Even a normal man likes to share goodness with those whom he loves, let alone Christians ---- how shall not they be more willing to share what they have received from God with one another?!

2) To the death of the death of family members, on one hand, Christians will feel reluctant to part in emotion. However, on the other hand, they have an assurance in the depth of spirit ---- they will surely meet in the heaven and share the eternal blessing together.

3) In the sight of Christians, death is joy and victory (see 1Cor. 15:57). 

1Thess. 4:14 “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.”


YLT: “for if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also God those asleep through Jesus he will bring with him,”

Literal Meaning: “for if we believe that Jesus died and rose again”, the resurrection of Christ from the dead is one of the reasons why we believers shall rise (see 1Cor. 15:12-16). Since we believe that He died and rose again, we shall die and rise in like manner. Note that here Paul does not use the word “die” instead of “sleep” in order to emphasize a fact on purpose ---- since the Lord Jesus had sufficiently borne the dread and penalty of death, those who believe the Lord will no longer fear death (see Heb. 2:14-15). 

    “Those who sleep in Jesus”: those who are dead in Christ (see v.16);

“Even so God will bring with Him”, “bring with Him”, it shows that those who have been dead shall rise firstly (see v.16) and then meet and be with the Lord. 

Controversial Clarification: “those who sleep in Jesus”, some Bible exegetes think it is “those who have fallen asleep by the Lord”, so here “those who sleep in Jesus” shall be explained as “those who are martyred for the Lord”. Therefore, only those who are martyred for the Lord are qualified to be brought by the Lord. In fact, such explanation is too forced, for it is only according to the preposition and yet ignores the context. Moreover, all believers come to the Father “by Jesus” (John 14:6), so it is still proper to explain as “all the believers who have been dead”.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The faith of Christians is living faith and is the faith by which we can apply the principle we believe into our practical life. 

2) Not only is the Lord Jesus Christ with us today and brings us to walk in the way of life, but also he will be with us in the future and bring us into glory (Heb. 2:10). 

1Thess. 4:15 “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.”


YLT: “for this to you we say in the word of the Lord, that we who are living -- who do remain over to the presence of the Lord -- may not precede those asleep,”

Meaning of Words: “coming”: a being near, advent, presence; 


Literal Meaning: “for this we say to you by the word of the Lord”, “by the word of the Lord”, what Paul will say has not been mentioned in the Four Books of the Gospel: 1) the Lord directly says to Paul and reveals him (Gal. 1:12); 2) when the Lord on the earth, He had mentioned this, which was then orally passed down by the disciples whom heard it. 

“That we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord”, it refers to believers who are alive when the Lord comes again. Note that here it mentions not only “alive” but also “remain” (see v.17). Indeed a man “remains” while alive on the earth, so there is no need to mention “remain”. However, the wording of the Scriptures often has deep and specific meaning. “Remain”, according to the original, it can also be translated as “leaving all around”, which indicates that these believers who are alive and remain are left by the Lord, so they are supposed to be the believers who have not been “taken away” by the Lord and yet are “left” before the Great Tribulation (see Matt. 24:39-41).

“We”, it is the identification of the writer with the receiver, which does not mean Paul believes he will be alive until the Lord comes, for he also mentions in other epistles that God will raise “us” up from the dead (see 1Cor. 6:14; 2Cor. 4:14).

“Will by no means precede those who are asleep”, it points out the order of believers’ rapture when the Lord comes again and settles a kind of possible doubt among believers in Thessalonica at that time ---- they were afraid that believers who had passed away before the Lord’s coming again might lose the blessing of being caught to meet the Lord. 

According to these scriptures (v.15-17), the order of the Lord’s being caught when the Lord comes again is as follows: 1) the second coming of Christ; 2) believers who have been dead rise; 3) believers who are alive are transfigured (1Cor. 15:52) and the risen believers will be caught together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.
1Thess. 4:16 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.”


YLT: “because the Lord himself, in a shout, in the voice of a chief-messenger, and in the trump of God, shall come down from heaven, and the dead in Christ shall rise first,”

Literal Meaning: “for the Lord Himself will descend from heaven”, it fulfills the words the Lord said before his ascension. “He shall thus come in the manner in which you have beheld him going into heaven” (Acts 1:11);

“With a shout, with the voice of an archangel”, when the Lord comes, there are three kinds of different voices, reminding men to note that some earth-shaking things shall happen. “With a shout”, it is a kind of commanding shout, just like the rallying shout; “with the voice of an archangel”, possibly, it may be the voice that the angels out of the temple in the heaven shout to the Son of man who sits above the clouds (see Rev. 14:14-16). “And with the trumpet of God”, this is the last trumpet (1Cor. 15:52). Possibly it is for the purpose of assembling those whom God has redeemed (see Num. 10:2). 

Since here it describes the conditions when the Lord comes ---- there are three kinds of attractive voices, it must raise the attention of the whole world. There will be “the trumpet of God”, so it refers to the Lord’s second coming in the second public phase (see Matt. 24:27-31), not the first hidden phase (see Matt. 24:36-44). The first phase may happen before the Great Tribulation, and the second phase during the Great Tribulation.  

“And the dead in Christ will rise first”, it indicates that Christians who have been dead before death will rise after hearing the voices. 
1Thess. 4:17 “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”


YLT: “then we who are living, who are remaining over, together with them shall be caught away in clouds to meet the Lord in air, and so always with the Lord we shall be;”

Meaning of Words: “be caught up”: seize, pluck, take (by force), pull; “meet”: encounter; 


Literal Meaning: “then we who are alive and remain”: believers who are alive and remain on the earth (see v.15);

“Shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air”, “them”: the risen believers (see v.16); those who overcome will be caught to the throne of God in the third heaven (Rev. 12:5-6, 14) when the Lord comes privately before the Tribulation of the three years and a half at the end of the generation. And the most of believers will be left (Matt. 24:39-41) until the Lord’s open coming at the end of the Tribulation, and will be caught together with the risen believers in the clouds in the air. 

“And thus we shall always be with the Lord”, this is a general word. From being caught to meet the Lord to being with the Lord forever, there are still many details therein. 

Controversial Clarification: “shall be caught up together with them in the clouds”, this is one of the scriptures that refer to the “rapture”, which is seldom clearly mentioned in the New Testament. And the rapture here is accompanied with three big voices (see v.16). Therefore, traditional Bible exegetes think the rapture is not secret, but open and obvious. And they even regard believer’ being caught up as all believers’ “being caught up together”, that is to say, the whole church shall be caught up together at the same time. And those who believe the church will be caught up at the same time are divided into three schools, namely, Pre-tribulation Rapture, Mid-tribulation Rapture, and Post-tribulation Rapture. Each school is supported by some renowned spiritual giants. However, such three kinds of interpretation have flaws and contradictions with many scriptures. Gradually, many Bible exegetes believe “Partial Rapture”, e.g. James Hudson Taylor, Austin Spark and Watchman Nee etc. The complier of this book also agrees with such interpretation for reasons as below: 1) when the Lord Jesus prophesies the coming of the Son of man, He has clearly mentioned that “one is taken and one is left” (Matt. 24:39-41). He that is taken is the one who overcomes (see Rev. 3:10), and he that is left is the common believer. And the Lord describes his coming comes as the coming of a “thief” (Matt. 24:43), so it may refer to his secret coming in the air before the Tribulation; 2) this paragraph mentions “those who are alive and remain” (v.15, 17), suggesting that those who are caught up are alive then and yet were “left” previously, namely, believers who are left, so here it may refer to the open taking of the rest of the believers after the Tribulation; 3) in the Book of Revelation, it reveals those who overcome in different phases (Rev. 14:1-5; 15:2-3) and those who are caught up in different groups (Rev. 12:5; 14:15-16; 16:15). Therefore, there will be still believers who overcome and are caught up during the Tribulation. 

“And thus we shall always be with the Lord”, many Christians misuse this verse, thinking that the differences between “victory and failure” exist only when believers are alive. Once believers have dead or have been raised to meet the Lord, there will be of no difference, and all believers “shall” be with the Lord immediately. Therefore, “there is no judgment for Christians after death”. This is misunderstanding of the Scriptures. The conversations and works of Christians after being saved shall still be judged by the Lord (see Matt. 5:22; 7:21; 24:51; 25:19; 1Cor. 3:13; 2Cor. 5:10; 1Pet. 4:17 etc.).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To be with the Lord is the main hope of believers (see 1Thess. 5:10; John 14:3; 2Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23; Col. 3:4).

2) Death is only a gateway for Christians to eternity (someone even needs not to go through death). Our union with Christ is built by faith, which can not be conquered by death. 
1Thess. 4:18 “Therefore comfort one another with these words.”


YLT: “so, then, comfort ye one another in these words.”

Literal Meaning: “therefore”, this verse is the conclusion of the words from verse 13 to 17. 

    “Comfort one another with these words”, “these words” refer to the teaching from verse thirteen to seventeen. If someone in the church passes away, such words would be profitable to mutual comfort and encouragement. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians need not be sorrowful (v.13), for the words of God are the best comfort, which are far effective than men’s own words of comfort. 

2) Believers shall often comfort one another by the words of the Lord’s coming again, for this is what the present church is waiting for. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Exhortations in Love

A. The attitudes of exhortation (v.1-2):

1. Stand in the position of brothers ---- “brethren” (v.1a);

2. Be humble ---- “urge in the Lord Jesus” (v.1b);

3. Be genuine ---- “urge and exhort” (v.1b);

4. Expect earnestly ---- “you should … more and more … just as you…” (v.1c);

5. Remind ---- “you know” (v.2);

B. The contents of exhortation (v.3-12):

1. Sanctification (v.3-8);

a. Sanctification is the will of God (v.3);

b. Possess one’s own vessel in sanctification and honor (v.4);

c.  Not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles (v.5);

d. Not take advantage of or defraud his brother (v.6);

e. God called us in holiness (v.7);

f.  He who rejects has rejected God who has also given us His Holy Spirit (v.8);

2. Love one another (v.9-10);

3. Aspire to lead a quiet life (v.11-12);

Reasons Why Christians Should Be Sanctified

A. For sanctification pleases God (v.1);

B. For sanctification is the commandment of the Lord Jesus (v.2);

C. For the will of God is our sanctification (v.3);

D. For sanctification makes us separated from the Gentiles (v.4-5);

E. For sanctification makes us not take advantage or defraud brothers (v.6a);

F. For sanctification delivers us from the vengeance of the Lord (v.6b);

G. For sanctification is the purpose of God’s calling upon us (v.7);

H. For sanctification makes us not reject God who has given us His Spirit (v.8);

The Relation of the Works of the Divine Trinity with Believer’s Sanctification

A. God the Father:

1. Sanctification is His will that pleases Him (v.1, 3);

2. He reveals His holy disposition to believers (v.5);

3. He calls believers in holiness (v.7);

4. He has given the Holy Spirit to sanctify us (v.8);

B. The Lord Jesus:

1. He commands and exhorts believers to be sanctified (v.1-2);

2. He shall reward the disobedient believers (v.6);

C. The Holy Spirit ---- help each believers to be sanctified (v.8);

The Procedures that God Makes Believers Sanctified

A. The first step ---- God has firstly had the will of our sanctification (v.3);

B. The second step ---- God then calls us in holiness (v.7);

C. The third step ---- God has given us the Holy Spirit to sanctify us (v.8);

The Lord’s Coming again and Believers’ Being Caught up 

A. The Lord’s coming again is the hope of believers who have been dead (v.13-15):

1. They need not mourn for the dead believers or lose hope (v.13);

2. Believers who have been dead shall rise (v.14-15):

a. The first proof: Jesus dies and rose again;

b. The second proof: God will bring believers who have dead with the Lord together;

c. The third proof: the words of the Lord; 

B. The conditions of the Lord’s coming again and the order of believers’ being caught up (v.16-17):

1. There will be three voices when the Lord comes again (v.16a);

2. The orders of believers’ being caught up (v.16b-17):

a. Those who have dead in Christ shall rise firstly;

b. We who are alive and remain will also be caught up with them;

c. In the clouds to meet the Lord in the air;

d. We shall always be with the Lord.

C. The words concerning the Lord’s coming again and believers’ being caught up shall be used to comfort one another (v.18);

1 Thessalonians Chapter Five                             

I. Content of the Chapter

The Lord’s Second Coming and Christians’ Sanctification

A. Christians should watch and be sober to wait for the Lord’s coming again (v.1-11):

1. For the day of the Lord comes as a thief (v.1-3);

2. Christians shall watch and be sober in faith, love and hope (v.4-11);

B. Believers become sanctified by co-operation with God before the Lord’s coming again (v.12-24):

1. Be at peace among Christians and pursue what is good (v.12-15);

2. Do everything that is connected with the will of God, the Spirit and what is good (v.16-22);

3. God will sanctify us completely and preserve us until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (v.23-24);

C. The concluding remarks (v.25-28);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

1Thess. 5:1 “But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you.”


YLT: “And concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need of my writing to you,”

Literal Meaning: “but concerning the times and the seasons, brethren”, “times” and “seasons” are a pair of synonyms. Both of them are in plural form, referring to the period when the Lord comes to the earth, namely, “the day of the Lord” (v.2).

According to other scriptures, this period will be about many years (some even counts the kingdom of one thousand years in this period), during which many prophesies shall be fulfilled, and many things shall happen step by step. Therefore, when we read the Scriptures, we shall discern the day of the Lord so as not to be vague about the order of time. For example, in the Second Book of Peter, the elements shall be dissolved in that day (2Pet. 3:10-13). However, it happens after the period of the kingdom of one thousand years just before the new heaven and new earth (see Rev. 21:1).

From the times of the Lord’s disciples, there were many people who were interested in “times and seasons” (see Acts 1:6-7). Besides, there were also many people who often prophesied the Lord’s coming again. However, since the Lord had said “of that say and hour no one knows … nor the Son” (Matt. 24:36), we Christians shall not make presumptuous conjecture, but shall know His coming is near (Matt. 24:32-33) according to various signs and thus watch and prepare ourselves.

“You have no need that I should write to you”, it indicates he needs not to illustrate by epistles, for they have “known perfectly” (v.2).
1Thess. 5:2 “For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.”


YLT: “for yourselves have known thoroughly that the day of the Lord as a thief in the night doth so come,”

Literal Meaning: “for you yourselves know perfectly”, when Paul was with them there, he had early taught them clearly about this matter, so they were supposed to have no doubts.  

“That the day of the Lord so comes”, “the day of the Lord” refers to the day when the Lord Jesus comes again (see 2Thess. 2:1-2), namely, the day when the Lord comes again. Most of the scriptures in which the day of the Lord is mentioned are relevant to the Lord’s judgment (see 1Cor. 1:8; 3:13; 5:5; 1Cor. 1:14; 2Tim. 4:8). Therefore, the following paragraph (v.3-6) is mainly for the purpose of warning believers. 

“As a thief in the night”, there are three aspects of meanings: 1) such a sinful world is like a dark night; 2) the majority are in the state of deep sleep (see v.7); 3) the whereabouts are difficult to be known in darkness. “Thief” also has double meanings: 1) who comes in an unexpected time; 2) who specially steals things of value; 

The day of the Lord will come suddenly without expectation. Believers who are mature in life shall be taken and those who are left will experience the Tribulation never seen before (see v.3). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Know perfectly” is one thing. And yet real knowledge and the practical application of the knowledge is another thing. Many Christians clearly know the truth of the Lord’s coming again, but they have not led a life of waiting for the Lord’s coming. Therefore, we shall not be satisfied with the knowledge of the truth only.

2) Though we have heard or known some truth, if we have not hold fast it, we may still be deceived. Therefore, we need always to receive light humbly and judge ourselves. 

3) Concerning the date of the Lord’s coming again, one thing we are sure is that no one knows in advance when the Lord comes.

4) Christians need not to guess the date of the Lord’s second coming. No matter when the Lord comes, we shall always lead the life that Christians are supposed to live.

5) Since we have clearly known the day of the Lord shall come as a thief in the night, we shall always watch and be sober (see v.6). Mrs. Jessie Penn-Lewis said, “Christian shall watch from the first day when he has become a Christian”.

6) Now the night is far spent and the day is near (Rom. 13:12). The Lord’s coming is also near. Therefore, we shall prepare us at any time. 

1Thess. 5:3 “For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.”


YLT: “for when they may say, Peace and surety, then sudden destruction doth stand by them, as the travail [doth] her who is with child, and they shall not escape;”

Meaning of Words: “destruction”: punishment, death;


Literal Meaning: “for when they say, "Peace and safety!"” “They” here refer to “those who are fallen asleep” (v.6), namely, unbelievers in the world; “when they say, "Peace and safety!"”, it is self-deceiving comfort; men in the world believe “there is no so-called judgment or affliction at all” so they can take pleasure in this life. 

    "Peace and safety!" It suggests that possibly a short period of days of peace because of the conclusion of peace treaty may appear on the earth (especially in the areas of Middle East) before the Lord’s coming. 

“Then sudden destruction comes upon them”, “destruction” here does not refer to eternal destruction, but the trial which is about to come upon the whole habitable world (Rev. 3:10), namely, the Tribulation in that three years and a half (see Rev. 11:2; 12:14-17; 13:5, 7)

“As labor pains upon a pregnant woman”, “labor pains”: the pains that the woman bears when she delivers her baby. It shows that the Tribulation will make men as painful as the women who are in labor pains (see Ps. 48:6; 13:8).

“And they shall not escape”, “shall not”, the double negative in the original is emphatic, which shows none of them shall escape. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Some believers who are asleep in spirit say in their hearts, “my lord delays to come” and thus behave outrageously (see Matt. 24:48-49). Woe to such men!

2) To those who have not well prepared, the Lord’s coming is “destruction” that they shall not escape. 

3) “A pregnant woman” is able to infer when her baby is due, but unable to expect when the twinge of pain may suddenly come. Likewise, Christians are able to know in advance the Lord’s coming is near (see Matt. 24:32-33), but unable to predict the sure date. 

4) If man’s “lust” has “conceived”, it will give birth to sin (see James 1:15) and make man unable to escape the impending “labor pain”. Therefore, man shall deal with it early. 

1Thess. 5:4 “But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief.”


YLT: “and ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day may catch you as a thief;”

Literal Meaning: “but you, brethren, are not in darkness”, “darkness” is the sign of sin and death. Men in the world are “in darkness”, for the devil has blinded the thoughts of them (see 2Cor. 4:4). Therefore, they are unable to see their own conditions or the dangerous future and walk and live as usual with their heart at rest. 

    “Brethren”, it indicates it is spoken to believers; “you are not in darkness”, it shows that believers have turned from darkness to light (Acts 26:18) since the Lord has opened their eyes, thus: 1) walk in light (1John 1:7); 2) have the guidance of the light of life (John 8:12); 3) watch and be sober (see v.6) to wait for the coming of the light of the Lord.

“So that this Day should overtake you as a thief”, “overtake”: seize suddenly; to believers who live in light instead of darkness, that Day shall not overtake them as a thief, so they shall not be caught unawares. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since the identities of believers and unbelievers are different, their statuses are different. Therefore, believers shall in no wise live in darkness or wickedness.

2) In other words, this verse indicates that if we believers live in darkness instead of light (see 1John 1:6-7), that Day shall overtake us as a thief. It is a significant warning to those who firmly believe that Christians shall “peace and safe” (see v.3) and by no means suffer the Tribulation. 

1Thess. 5:5 “You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.”


YLT: “all ye are sons of light, and sons of day; we are not of night, nor of darkness,”

Literal Meaning: “you are all sons of light and sons of the day”, “sons of”, it is a habitual usage of the Jews to refer to a special nature. “Sons of light”, it shows that the “life” of Christians has the nature of light (Eph. 5:8-9).

    “Light” is opposite to “darkness” and both of them refer to two different periods. The present age is darkness, and the impending age is light (see Rom. 13:12). “Sons of light”, it indicates that Christians always live for the eternal glory and are of eternity. 

“We are not of the night nor of darkness”, “of…” is different from “in…” (v.4). The former is governed and ruled and controlled by the object, and the latter is living in the object. 

“Of the night”, it reveals that the conversation is in darkness as in the night; “of darkness”, it means it is darkness by nature and is governed by the power of darkness (Col. 1:13). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The nature of one’s inner life decides the conditions of his daily life. The life of light and the day must live in light. And yet the life of darkness and the night must live in darkness. 

2) Believers not only live in light but also have the nature of light. We Christians no longer live in darkness, for we are not of darkness.

3) The problem of Christians is that though we have the life and God and of light, we often ignore it and live in the old and natural and corrupted life. Therefore, we may live in darkness. 

4) Though we walk in this age, we live in the eternal spirit. The full glory of the coming Christ is our inner nature and motivates us to press on. 

1Thess. 5:6 “Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.”


YLT: “so, then, we may not sleep as also the others, but watch and be sober,”

Meaning of Words: “watch”: keep awake, be vigilant, wake; “be sober”: discreet; 


Literal Meaning: “therefore let us not sleep, as others do”, “sleep” does not refer to the death in the flesh (see 4:13, 15), but the unwatchful condition in spirit (see Rom. 13:11).

“But let us watch and be sober”, “watch” is opposite to “sleep”, and “sober” is opposite to “drunken” (see v.7). Therefore, the opposite meaning of “sober” is “befuddled” and “spiritually blind”.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since Christians have the life and nature of the day and light (see v.5), if we let this life grown in us, we shall not be afraid of the Lord’s coming and shall be prepared to see the Lord at any time. 

2) “Sleep” (sleep in spirit) is not the supposed condition to Christians. Therefore, we shall “watch and be sober” in any case. And this is God’s warning and command to us.

1Thess. 5:7 “For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night.”


YLT: “for those sleeping, by night do sleep, and those making themselves drunk, by night are drunken,”

Literal Meaning: “for those who sleep, sleep at night”, generally, men work out in the daytime and lie down in the night. If it is reversed, it is special or uncommon.

“And those who get drunk are drunk at night”, it is because man shall keep sober in the working time during the daytime. 

Spiritual Meaning: “sleep”: it is complete relaxation without any soberness (see v.6). “Drunk”: indulgence in pleasure without constraint; “night”: the realm under the power of darkness; 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who has fallen asleep is senseless to the danger he is faced with and continues to sleep. He who has drunken is out of his sense and unable to control himself. Both of the conditions should not appear in Christians. 

2) Unbelievers idle away the night by sleep and drunkenness. But we Christians live in the dark night for the purpose of shining for the Lord (see Phil. 2:15).

3) Christians are those who are of the day (v.5, 8). Sleep and drunkenness are in no wise proper. We shall work more while it is day (John 9:4) and walk becomingly (Rom. 13:13). 

1Thess. 5:8 “But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.”


YLT: “and we, being of the day -- let us be sober, putting on a breastplate of faith and love, and an helmet -- a hope of salvation,”

Literal Meaning: “but let us who are of the day”, “of the day” has two meaning: 1) the life of Christians has the nature of light; 2) the life of Christians is for the purpose of waiting for the Lord;  

“Be sober”, here it is like the soldiers who are ready to fight at any time. He who always keeps sober and be ever vigilant shall be enabled to deal with the enemies who come to attack suddenly. 

“Putting on the breastplate of faith and love”, “faith”: have right heart toward God; “love”: have right heart toward men (see Eph. 1:15; Col. 1:4); “breastplate”: it is used to keep man’s heart; 

“And as a helmet the hope of salvation”, “the hope of salvation”, when the Lord comes, we shall enter into the hope that we are delivered from the impending wrath (see 1:10); “helmet”, which is used to protect man’s mind and thoughts so that he will not be deceived by Satan (see 2Cor. 10:5) because of the mind of the earthly things (see Col. 3:2). 

Controversial Clarification: “the hope of salvation”, since this paragraph mentions how to watch and be sober in order to escape the sudden destruction (see v.3). Therefore, some Bible exegetes interpret the “salvation” here as “being saved from the Tribulations in the last days”. However, such interpretation causes two serious contradictions: 1) the word “salvation” is also mentioned in verse nine, so men must believe God appoints all Christians to be delivered from the Tribulation, namely, “the rapture of the church before the Tribulation”. However, it contradicts with other scriptures, so it is difficult to be accepted (please refer to the “Controversial Clarification” of verse nine); 2) if “the rapture of the church before the Tribulation” is not agreed with, and the hope of deliverance from the Tribulation is held, it shows that the “hope” of Christians may either be fulfilled or not fulfilled. How poor and miserable such hope is (see 1Cor. 15:19). Moreover, it seriously denies the faithfulness of God (see 2Thess. 2:16). 

    Therefore, the “salvation” of this verse refers to the eternal and perfect salvation, including obtaining the adoption, namely, the redemption of our body (see Rom. 8:21-25). Such hope of believers shall be fulfilled step by step when the Lord comes. And since we have such “hope of salvation”, we shall apply it to be our protection in our short life on the earth, lest we should experience an unnecessary stage when the Lord is coming. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life (Pro. 4:23).

2) A believer shall have firm faith in his will, abundant love in his emotion and endless hope in mind so that he is enabled to prepare himself to meet the Lord’s coming. 

3) It is a kind of spiritual war that believers lead a watchful and sober (see v.6) life. And such war requires the whole armor of faith, love and hope so that Satan cannot attack us and we are able to keep the true Christian life. 

4) Faith, hope and love are believers’ spiritual virtues (see 1Cor. 13:13), and yet now have become believers’ spiritual weapons. Many times, we struggle by the weapons of spiritual virtues instead of intelligence, means or others. 

1Thess. 5:9 “For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,”


YLT: “because God did not appoint us to anger, but to the acquiring of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

Meaning of Words: “appoint”: set, lay down, settle;



Literal Meaning: “for God did not appoint us to wrath”, here it means that God appoints Christians the end of life. “Wrath” is not “the Tribulation” (see “Controversial Clarification”), but the eternal punishment. 

“But to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ”, “salvation” refers to eternal salvation, namely, the ultimate and perfect salvation. 
Controversial Clarification: according to this verse and 1Thess. 1:10 and 4:17, those who keep “Pre-Tribulation” think since God does not appoint Christians to wrath and sends Jesus to deliver us from the coming wrath, believers who are alive when the Lord comes will be caught with the risen believers together and not suffer “the Tribulation” ---- the punishment of God’s wrath. 

Though the Tribulation is the wrath of God (see Rev. 15:1) and mainly aims at Gentile unbelievers (Rev. 6:17), we shall not regard “the Tribulation” equal to “the coming wrath of God”, because: 1) God has promised that He shall keep some believers from the trial that is come upon the whole world (Rev. 3:10); 2) there are still believers in the Tribulation (see Rev. 12:17 “have the testimony of Jesus”; 14:12 “keep the faith of Jesus”); 3) the Tribulation is not only the wrath of God but also the anger of Satan at Christians and the Jews (Rev. 12:12, 17); 4) to Christians, the Tribulation is not wrath, but discipline for the purpose of making us grown (see Rev. 14:15; Heb. 12:10-11); 5) the “wrath” here and in chapter (the wrath to come v.10) both refer to the eternal punishment. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers will ultimately obtain the full salvation, which is the end that God has appointed us. Therefore, no matter what condition we are faced with, there is God’s good pleasure therein. We shall hold fast the hope of salvation and wait for the Lord’s second coming. 

2) Our being saved is not out of God’s occasional mercy, but a great thing that God has predestinated in eternity. Therefore, we shall take it serious and not ignore this great salvation (Heb. 2:1-3). Yet a little while, we shall prepare ourselves to meet the Lord’s coming. 
1Thess. 5:10 “who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.”


YLT: “who did die for us, that whether we wake -- whether we sleep -- together with him we may live;”

Literal Meaning: “who died for us”, it reveals that the death of the redemption of the Lord Jesus Christ has transformed the significance and purpose of our life. Henceforth, we shall no longer live for ourselves (see Rom. 14:7; 2Cor. 5:15). 

“That whether we wake or sleep”, Paul seems to imply two aspects of meaning: 1) no matter live or die (see 4:13-17; Rom. 14:8); 2) no matter our spirit is sober or sleeping (see v.6; Rom. 13:11). However, according to the context, it may also be interpreted as “no matter awake in the day or sleeping in the night” (see Mark 4:27). 

“We should live together with Him”, “live together”: have the same life with Christ because of the union of life with Him;

On account of the different interpretation of “wake and sleep”, this verse can be explained in two aspects: 1) we were cursed but were delivered from death for Christ died for us. Therefore, when the Lord comes again, no matter believers who live or who died, they shall live with Him forever (see 4:16-17); 2) Christ died for us so that we shall receive His risen life. No matter the condition of our spirit or flesh is, we are able to turn to the Lord and live with Him in His risen life. Thus, when the Lord comes again, we shall be caught by Him and be delivered from the coming wrath. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The redemption of the Lord Jesus who died for us leads us into an eternal and efficacious relationship of oneness with Christ. 

2) On one hand, the Lord leaves us and we are waiting for His coming. On other hand, He is still with us (Matt. 28:20), and we lead the life of living with Him (see Rom. 6:8).

3) To live with the Lord is the secret of believers’ soberness and watchfulness. We are unable to watch or be sober by ourselves. However, we will surely be able to lead a life of watchfulness and soberness by the life of the Lord and living with the Lord. 

1Thess. 5:11 “Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.”


YLT: “wherefore, comfort ye one another, and build ye up, one the one, as also ye do.”

Literal Meaning: “therefore comfort each other”, it indicates the hope that “the Lord is coming and we shall live with Him” is the theme of believers’ comforts and exhortations among one another in the church. 

“And edify one another”, “build up”, this verb is used to describe the building of house. However, Paul often uses it to refer to the building of Christians’ virtues and spirit (see Rom. 14:19; 15:2; Eph. 4:16). 

“Just as you also are doing”, it shows us that the church at that time rather emphasized “the Lord’s coming” and its relevant doctrines in truth. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Truth is by no means kept for any individual. Believers are responsible to share the gospel of the redemption with unbelievers in the world and the truth edifying men with other believers. 

2) We are all members in the body of Christ, not individual members that live separately. Therefore, once every trial or frustration or challenge comes, we shall support and edify each other to strengthen our spiritual building and let it abide in the trial of fire. 

1Thess. 5:12 “And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you,”


YLT: “And we ask you, brethren, to know those labouring among you, and leading you in the Lord, and admonishing you,”

Meaning of Words: “recognize”: know, consider, understand; “be over”: stand before, take the lead; 


Literal Meaning: “and we urge you to recognize those who labor among you”, “recognize” means confessing the value and position of them; “those who labor” refer to the elders, ministers and teachers in the church. They labor to serve the Lord and the saints and are worthy of double honor (see 1Tim. 5:17). 

“And are over you in the Lord and admonish you”, “be over”, it emphasizes setting oneself as an example for all so that men shall imitate according to the pattern; “admonish”: teaching and warning; 

This verse suggests that the leaders in the church must include three conditions at least: 1) the labor of love (see 1:3); 2) the decent care and shepherding in the Lord (see 1Pet. 5:1-3); 3) provide right guidance to believers in truth (2Tim. 2:15). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only when believers recognize the labor of the Lord’s servants and know what they have given and consider the hardship of their dealing with the church, can they truly honor the leaders. The more believers know of the hardship of the ministry of preachment, the more will they honor the preachers. 

2) The leaders in the church are totally different from those in the society. The former serves laboriously and sets them as an example, and the latter domineers over servants and enjoys privileges and presides over others with mouth. 

3) Labor is not only physically laborious but also mentally laborious (see 2Cor. 11:28). No matter how laborious, if one has not worked by heart, it still does not count before God. 

4) Only those who set them as examples by their own conversation are qualified to admonish others. Preachers shall do the word first, and then their preachment shall be honored. 

5) The worst problem in the church today is that those who shall take responsibility perform their duties in a perfunctory manner and those who are supposed to obey are unwilling to honor. Therefore, there is no “comfort or edification among each other” (v.11).

6) If believers do not honor spiritual leaders, there will be no peace in the church. It is the normal condition in the church of honoring spiritual leaders and being at peace among one another. 

1Thess. 5:13 “and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves.”


YLT: “and to esteem them very abundantly in love, because of their work; be at peace among yourselves;”

Meaning of Words: “very highly”: most exceedingly, beyond measure; “esteem”: count, judge, suppose;


Literal Meaning: “and for their work's sake”, “for”: not only the “person” of them but also their “works” are worthy of honor. 

    “To esteem them very highly in love”, “very highly”, it is used to express “love”. “Esteem them very highly”, it also means that we shall not esteem them in a cold manner, but in a fervent and loving manner. “Esteem” in the original means “a kind of recognition after judgment and consideration”.

“Be at peace among yourselves”, it is not only used in the relationship of Christians, but also in that between governors and those who are governed or the relationship among governors. 

Enlightenment in the Word:  

1) One is not honored because of his background or social status or gift. In fact, it is his uncommon “works” and selfless devotedness that make him worthy of “high honor”. 

2) Believers do not honor the Lord’s servants because of their famous works or names or great learning and talents. Instead, they are worthy of honor for they desire a good work and are willing to labor. 

3) Those who labor highly in love (see v.12; 1:3) are worthy of high honor.

4) Believers shall wait for the Lord’s second coming with double diligence. The motivation of our works is the Lord. We shall work better because of the hope of the Lord’s second coming. 

5) If there is no peace among believers, it will be difficult for preachers to work. Therefore, “be at peace among yourselves”, it is another form of treating the Lord’s servants well.

1Thess. 5:14 “Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.”


YLT: “and we exhort you, brethren, admonish the disorderly, comfort the feeble-minded, support the infirm, be patient unto all;”

Meaning of Words: “fainthearted”: little capacity of soul;

Literal Meaning: “now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly”, “unruly”: in the original it means “departing from the troops” in a military tone; “those who are unruly”, apart from those who walk disorderly (see Col. 2:5) and those who have made mistakes (see v.22; 4:6), it also refers to those who ignore their own duties and are idle to work and are busybodies (see 4:11-12; 2Thess. 3:11). 

“Comfort the fainthearted”, “fainthearted”, according to the original, it means that the little capacity of one’s soul makes him unable to bear any blow; “the fainthearted”, probably, it refers to those who are shaken because of the tribulation (see 3:3) and those who are sorrowful for the death of their family members or friends (see 4:13).

“Uphold the weak”, “the weak”: those who are physically infirm and thus unable to work in a normal manner (see 20:35) and those who are infirm in faith (see Rom. 15:1).

“Be patient with all”, it indicates that all the members in the church shall be patient with all since each member has the shortcomings or difficulties more or less. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God allows the fainthearted and the weak and even the unruly in the church in order to let us comfort and uphold and warn one another. This is not only the responsibility of the fellow workers but also that of all believers.

2) Those who are strong shall sympathize with and bear the infirmities of others (see Rom. 14:1-15; 1Cor. 8:13) rather than despise or reject them.

3) He who exhorts or warns or encourages or upholds others shall be patient and help them unto the end in love.

4) There are always many troubles in the church life and each of us may become the trouble of others. In the face of all these difficulties, there is only one changeless principle, namely, patience and rendering good for evil (see v.15).

1Thess. 5:15 “See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all.”


YLT: “see no one evil for evil may render to any one, but always that which is good pursue ye, both to one another and to all;”

Literal Meaning: “see that”, it is after the previous verse, “be patient…”, which shows that if one is unable to “be patient”, he may have fierce response, so we shall “see that…”.

“No one renders evil for evil to anyone”, “renders evil for evil”: to lower oneself to a degree the same as others and reward them in the same manner. That is to say, “since you are not like a Christian, I will also not be a Christian”. 

“But both for yourselves and for all”, to treat others in private or in public;

“Always pursue what is good”, in fact, no one is good but God (see Matt. 19:17; Mark 10:18; Luke 18:19). “Pursue what is good”, that is to pursue how God deals with us and we shall still deal with others in like manner. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter how we are treated in the church, even though we are evil-treated, we shall not “tooth for tooth”. Christians shall overcome evil with good (Rom. 12:21).

2) Christians shall in no wise choose the way of revenge (see Rom. 12:17; 1Pet. 3:9). Christians are called to forgive others (see Matt. 5:38-42; 18:21-35).

3) To deal with the flesh with flesh is to render evil for evil. He who treats men with the life of God is pursuing good.

1Thess. 5:16 “Rejoice always,”


YLT: “always rejoice ye;”

Literal Meaning: “rejoice always”, it means that one is able to rejoice at any time and in any place and even in affliction.

    Since this verse is after verse fourteen and fifteen, very probably, when one is evil-treated, he shall not only be patient (v.14) but also treat men with joy (v.15).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We exult with joy unspeakable and are filled with glory because of believing Him (1Pet. 1:8). Therefore, the faith of the Lord is the reason for our joy.

2) Men must rejoice in a joyful occasion. However, if one rejoices always, he cannot rely on the environment only but shall surpass the environment and rejoice in any condition. 

3) If we rejoice at things of this world, our joy must be of constant change。 However, if we rejoice at God and things of God (Luke 1:46-47), we will be enabled to rejoice always.

4) The joy of Christians comes from what Christ has fulfilled, and it is abiding.

1Thess. 5:17 “pray without ceasing,”


YLT: “continually pray ye;”

Literal Meaning: “pray without ceasing”, it does not mean praying with audible voice unceasingly, but means keeping intimate close fellowship with God always and leading the life of “abiding in the Lord” (John 15:4-7).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians should commit our troubles unto God unceasingly and thus always experience the acts of God from prayers. 

2) Prayer is spiritual breathing of believers. Just as the physical breathing should not stop, neither should the spiritual breathing. 

3) If we Christians act after praying to God in everything, we will see the good hand of God upon us (see Neh. 2:4, 8).

1Thess. 5:18 “in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”


YLT: “in every thing give thanks, for this [is] the will of God in Christ Jesus in regard to you.”

Literal Meaning: “in everything give thanks”, “everything”: all things, no matter great things or small things, favourable circumstances or unfavourable circumstances, joy or sorrow; “give thanks”, since all things we Christians have met are according to the good will of God (Rom. 8:28), we give thanks to God (see Luke 10:21). 

“For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you”, it shall be applied in the previous three verses: 1) rejoice always; 2) pray without ceasing; 3) in everything give thanks; such life is the will of God who has ordained to Christians. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians are different from men in the world. Christians are able to give thanks to God in any case (see 5:20) because of all the works done by God. 

2) If we have truly confessed that we have nothing, we must be able to give thanks to God because of what we have owned at present. 

1Thess. 5:19 “Do not quench the Spirit.”


YLT: “The Spirit quench not;”

Meaning of Words: “quench”: go out, extinguish;


Literal Meaning: the Spirit works in believers as fire (see Acts 2:3), which makes them zealous in spirit (see Rom. 12:11). Therefore, believers shall be kindly affectioned towards one another and be zealous in service (Rom. 12:10-11). However, if we do not obey the Spirit, we shall become cold or neither cold nor hot (see Rev. 3:16). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the Spirit burns as fire, we may still quench the Spirit. Therefore, we believers shall work together. 

2) The more believers obey the Spirit, the more prosperous will the fire of the Spirit be. If believers are hard and resist the Spirit, the fire of the Spirit will be quenched. 

1Thess. 5:20 “Do not despise prophecies.”


YLT: “prophesyings despise not;”

Meaning of Words: “despise”: see at nought, contemptible, least esteemed;


Literal Meaning: “prophecies”, the prophets who are inspired by the Spirit are able to declare the revelation and message of God in order to edify and comfort and exhort believers (1Cor. 14:3).

“Prophecies”, in the Scriptures, it more emphasizes the sermon of opening the will of God (forth-telling, e.g. 1Cor. 14:31), and yet less refers to prophecies (foretelling, e.g. Acts 11:28). 

The basic attitude of believers toward the prophecies is not to despise. Besides, we shall also not receive any prophecies flippantly but shall judge (see v.21). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The right prophecies are inspired by the Spirit. Therefore, he who despises the prophecies is quenching the Spirit. 

2) He who likes to hear the prophecies may not emphasize the prophecies. He who hears the word and yet does not do the word is despising the prophecies. 

3) Many believers like to tell and to hear the word of God as news like the Athenians (see Acts 17:19-21). They are unwilling to receive the word by heart. Therefore, the word of God will not be kept in them. 

1Thess. 5:21 “Test all things; hold fast what is good.”


YLT: “all things prove; that which is good hold fast;”

Literal Meaning: “test all things”, it means one shall not “receive all the prophecies without any judgment”; “all things”, here it especially relates to all the prophecies; “test”: it means searching the Scriptures and proving whether the prophecies are according to the Scriptures or not (see Acts 17:11) in the perfect and balanced light of the whole Scriptures.  

    The Scriptures teach us that we shall test all things, including: 1) judge the prophecies (1Cor. 14:29); 2) discern all spirits (1Cor. 12:10); 3) prove the spirits whether they are of God (1John 4:1); 4) prove what the will of God is (Rom. 12:2); 5) prove what is agreeable to the Lord (Eph. 5:10). 

“Hold fast what is good”, here it is not the good or evil works, but the prophecies (see v.20). If it is according to the Scriptures after testing, it is good. Otherwise, it is evil. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To any sermon which is claimed to be in the name of the Lord, we shall not receive without any doubt, but shall put it in the light of “the word of God” and test carefully. 

2) All the works of the Spirit and spiritual gifts are possibly to be made use of or abused. Especially some supernatural phenomena, the evil spirit may make use of men to copy the same appearance. Therefore, believers shall test with exceeding caution. 

1Thess. 5:22 “Abstain from every form of evil.”


YLT: “from all appearance of evil abstain ye;”

Meaning of Words: “evil”: hurtful, grievous, malicious;


Literal Meaning: “evil”, here it especially refers to the evil works under the pretence of the Spirit, including the sermon of false prophets, false tongues and unreal gift of healing etc. “every form of evil”: the various falsehoods in the church; 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Speaking and walking under the guise of God and making all misunderstand the will of God are the most things that irritate God’s abomination. We shall abstain from such evil things. 

2) If we believers have made sure that something or some words neither conform to the will of God nor please God after proving (see v.21), we shall not force us to do them for any reason (including pleasing men).  

1Thess. 5:23 “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


YLT: “and the God of the peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be preserved unblameably in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ;” 

Literal Meaning: “now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely”, God is the God of peace. He is willing to let men reconciled to Him and to one another (see Eph. 2:14-16). Only when we have peace among one another (see v.13), will we have the presence of the God of peace (2Cor. 13:11). He is the God of peace, and is willing to grant grace and peace to men (see 1:1). Only when we have part in His holiness, shall we enjoy His peace (see Heb. 12:10-11). 

“The God of peace Himself sanctify you completely”, the sanctification can only be perfected by God in the Spirit. Therefore, we shall obey the Spirit rather than quench the Spirit (see v.19). 

“Sanctify … completely”, it refers to thorough and complete sanctification without any spot or wrinkle or any of such things, holy and blameless (Eph. 5:27). 

“And may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved”, it openly points that man is constituted by spirit, soul and body. Please refer to the “Controversial Clarification” as below. 

“Be preserved”, and “sanctify” have a slight difference: preservation is being kept from the external elements, and sanctification is perfected by the internal transformation. 

“Blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”, “blameless” is slightly different from “sanctify…completely”: the former emphasizes the apparent state, and the latter emphasizes the inner nature; 

Controversial Clarification: “your whole spirit, soul”, the dualists cannot give clear and proper explanation to this verse, but only parry the problem on the pretext that here they refer to the whole man and cannot be separated. However, the Scriptures have clearly revealed us that spirit and soul are different and are separable (Heb. 4:12). However, many theologians are unable to distinguish both of them. Besides, they themselves lack true spiritual experience. Therefore, they confuse spirit with soul, and uphold the dualism of “soul” and “body”. 

In fact, man’s difference from all is that man has spirit, soul and body. And yet the animal has only soul and body, and the plant has only body. Therefore, when God created man, it described: “And Jehovah Elohim formed Man, dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. And Man became a living soul.” (Gen. 2:7). In this verse, it points that man’s body is created by dust, and man’s spirit comes into being by God’s breathing. When the spirit enters into man’s body, man’s has become a living soul. 

Man’s physical “body” is the faculty, through which man is enabled to be in contact with the physical world; “soul” is the personality of a man, including thoughts, emotion and will. And it is the faculty through which man is enabled to touch the mental world. “Spirit” is the faculty through which man is enabled to get in touch with the spiritual world. It is the special organ that God has granted to men, through which man is enabled to receive the spirit and life of God so as to have fellowship with God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The power of sanctification is not out of oneself, but out of God. 

2) We shall believe God “is able to” sanctify us and He “will” keep believers completely blameless in Christ (2Tim. 1:12). 
1Thess. 5:24 “He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.”


YLT: “stedfast is He who is calling you, who also will do [it].”

Literal Meaning: “He who calls you is faithful”, “He who calls you” refers to God Himself; “call”: the calling of God or the election of God; “is faithful”, since He is a faithful God (Deut. 7:9), He cannot deny Himself (2Tim. 2:13).

“Who also will do it”, “it” refers to our sanctification and God’s keeping our spirit and soul and body completely blameless. 

This verse suggests that thee aspects of God’s nature have utterly ensured believers’ sanctification and being preserved blameless: 1) God’s calling; 2) God’s faithfulness; 3) God’s power; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God does not preserve all men in the world nor those false believers, but preserves those whom He has called. 

2) God and the Spirit will sanctify us (v.19, 23). God’s faithfulness and power will preserve us unto the day of Christ. 

1Thess. 5:25 “Brethren, pray for us.”


YLT: “Brethren, pray for us;”

Literal Meaning: Paul not only prays for believers in Thessalonica but also asks them to pray for him. He pays great attention to intercession for one another, for it will make the hands of God work. 

1Thess. 5:26 “Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.”


YLT: “salute all the brethren in an holy kiss;”

Literal Meaning: “greet all the brethren with a … kiss”, “greet with a kiss”, it was originally a sign of welcome when the Jews met one another (see Luke 7:45; 22:48), just like the handshaking in modern times. In the old times, they embraced each other, cheek to cheek. Later, believers of all the churches did so to express the fellowship of one another (see Rom. 16:16; 1Cor. 16:20; 2Cor. 13:12). 

    “Holy”, greeting with a kiss is originally a sign of loving one another. However, if one’s inner motivation discords with the outer actions, he is hypocritical and wicked and is unholy before God. 
1Thess. 5:27 “I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read to all the holy brethren.”


YLT: “I charge you [by] the Lord, that the letter be read to all the holy brethren;”

Literal Meaning: “I charge you by the Lord”, this is a kind of very strong tone. That is to say, the receiver of the epistle should not ignore it. 

“That this epistle be read to all the holy brethren”, the words in the epistles of Paul are refined and concise, and even Peter appreciates him (see 2Pet. 3:15-16). Later, the church collected this epistle into the New Testament in the inspiration of the Spirit. 

Enlightenment in the Word: today, in the church the preachment and hearing the words are much more emphasized, and yet the reading of the Scriptures is less emphasized. Actually, if the Scriptures are read well, the word of God will naturally work in those who have heard it. 

1Thess. 5:28 “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.”

YLT: “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ [is] with you! Amen.”

Literal Meaning: “grace … be with you”, this epistle starts from “grace to you…”, and ends at “grace be with you…”, which indicates that the enjoyment of grace is the secret of believers’ sanctification. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Relation of the Day of the Lord with Believers
A. The day of the Lord shall comes as a thief (v.1-2);

B. Those who do not pay attention to the day will not be able to escape the destruction (v.3);

C. If believers watch and are sober, they shall not suffer the wrath when the day of the Lord comes (v.4-10):

1. For believers are sons of light, and are not in darkness (v.4-5);

2. For believers are of the day, and will not sleep or get drunk at night (v.6-8a);

3. For believers have the armor of faith and love and hope, and will be enabled to guard (v.8b);

4. For God does not appoint believers to wrath, but to obtain salvation (v.9);

5. For Christ died for us so that believers should live together with Him (v.10); 

D. Believers shall comfort and edify one another according to the above-mentioned truth (v.11);

The Conditions that Believers Should Have before the Lord’s Coming

A. The conditions that the leaders in the church are supposed to have (v.12-13a):

1. Labor;

2. Be over in the Lord;

3. Admonish in the Lord;

4. Do the work worthy of honor;

B. The conditions that all the members in the church (including the leaders and common believers) are supposed to have (v.13b-15):

1. Be at peace among yourselves (v.13b);

2. Warn, and exhort and uphold those whose conditions are not good (v.14a);

3. Be patient with all (v.14b);

4. Not render evil for evil (v.15a);

5. Pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all (v.15b);

C. The conditions that the common believers in the church are supposed to have (v.12-13a):

1. Recognize those who labor among us and are over us in the Lord and admonish us (v.12);

2. Esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake (v.13a);

D. The conditions that believers are supposed to have toward God (v.16-22):

1. Keep the will of God in Christ Jesus for us (v.16-18):

a. Rejoice always (v.16);

b. Pray without ceasing (v.17);

c. In everything give thanks (v.18a);

2. Nor quench the Spirit (v.19-22):

a. Not quench the Spirit in us (v.19);

b. Not despise the prophecies of the prophets in the Spirit (v.20-22):

1) Do not despise prophecies (v.20);

2) Test all things (v.21a);

3) Hold fast what is good (v.21b);

4) Abstain from every form of evil (v.22);

The Forms and Results of Quenching the Spirit

A. The forms of quenching the Spirit:

1. Do not esteem others (v.12-13a);

2. Have conflict instead of peace with one another (v.13b);

3. Fail to fulfill the duty of warning, or comforting or upholding (v.14a);

4. Be not patient with all (v.14b);

5. Be not good to all and render evil for evil (v.15a);

6. Not pursue what is good (v.15b);

7. Despise the prophecies (v.20);

8. Not distinguish what is good or evil: neither hold fast what should be held fast nor abstain from what should be abstained (v.21);

B. The results of quenching the Spirit:

1. Not rejoice always (v.16);

2. Not pray unceasingly (v.17);

3. Not give thanks in everything (v.18);

The Will of God in Christ Jesus for Believers

A. Rejoice always (v.16) ---- in any case, we are able to bear the fruit of “the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22);

B. Pray without ceasing (v.17) ---- at any time, we are able to keep good fellowship with “Christ” (John 15:7);

C. In everything give thanks (v.18a) ---- anything is connected with the good will of “God” (Rom. 8:28);

Seven Aspects of Protection for Christians’ Mind 

A. The protection of joy (v.16) ---- believe God’s works with whole heart; 

B. The protection of prayer (v.17) ---- praying is not unbecoming in any occasion or environment; 

C. The protection of thanksgiving (v.18) ---- all that is appointed by God is the best;

D. The protection of the Spirit (v.19) ---- obey the working of the indwelling Spirit;

E. The protection of teaching (v.20) ---- esteem the vessel and channel selected by God;

F. The protection of judgment (v.21) ---- test everything by the word of God;

G. The protection of holiness (v.22) ---- avoid any evil thought;

General Outlines of the First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians                             

Paragraph the Two Books According to the Sorts of the Word 

1. The word of praise (1Thess. 1; 2Thess. 1); 

2. The word of explanation (1Thess. 2-3; 2Thess. 2);

3. The word of exhortation (1Thess. 4-5; 2Thess. 3);
Paragraph the Two Books According to Faith and Love and Hope

1. The work of faith (1Thess. 1); 

2. The labor of love (1Thess. 2:1-4:12);

3. The patience of hope (1Thess. 4:13-2Thess.3:18):

a. Concerning the relation of the Lord’s coming with the rapture (1Thess. 4:1-5:28);

b. Concerning the relation of the Lord’s coming with believers (2Thess. 1);

c. Concerning the teaching of the Lord’s coming (2Thess. 2);

d. Concerning believers’ life of waiting for the Lord (2Thess. 3);

The Relation of Christ’s Second Coming Again with Believers

1. The second coming of Christ is what believers are hoping and waiting for (1Thess. 1-10);

2. That believers are able to stand firm is the joy of preachers when Christ comes again (1Thess. 2:1-3:10);

3. The second coming of Christ makes believers love one another and lead a holy life (1Thess. 3:11-4:12);

4. The second coming of Christ is the savior of believers who have fallen asleep and are alive (1Thess. 4:13-18);

5. The second coming of Christ is the theme of believers’ exhortations and blessings (1Thess. 5:1-24);

6. The second coming of Christ is believers’ comfort in tribulations (2Thess. 1:12);

7. The second coming of Christ makes believers stand firm in truth (2Thess. 2:1-17);

8. The second coming of Christ makes believers walk orderly (2Thess. 3:1-18);

Faith, love and Hope

1. General theme (1Thess. 1:3);

2. The work of faith (1Thess. 1:4-10);

a. The basis of work of faith (1Thess. 1:4-5a);

b. The testimony of work of faith (1Thess. 1:5b-8);

c. The goal of work of faith (1Thess. 1:9-10);

3. The labor of love (1Thess. 2:1- 4:12);

a. Conflict and faithfulness (1Thess. 2:1-6);

b. The bowel of the patents (1Thess. 2:7-12);

c. Exhortations and comforts of love (1Thess. 2:13-20);

d. Care of love (1Thess. 3:1-5);

e. Good news of love(1Thess. 3:6-13);

f. Exhortations of love (1Thess. 4:1-12);

4. The patience of hope (1Thess. 4:13- 2Thess. 3:18);

a. The second coming of the Lord and the rapture of believers (1Thess. 4:13-18);

b. The second coming of the Lord and the preparation of believers (1Thess. 5:1-11);

c. The second coming of the Lord and believers’ being glorified (2Thess. 1:1-12);

d. The second coming of the Lord and believers’ clinging to the teachings of the truth (2Thess. 2:1-17);

e. The second coming of the Lord and believers’ walking orderly (2Thess. 3:1-18);

The Faith of the Thessalonians 

1. The work of faith (1Thess. 1:3);

2. The faith toward God has gone out in every place (1Thess. 1:8);

3. Be established in faith because of the consolations of God’s ministers (1Thess. 3:2);

4. The apostle cares for the condition of their faith (1Thess. 3:5);

5. Report the good news of faith (1Thess. 3:6);

6. Their faith has comforted those who are in tribulations and afflictions (1Thess. 3:7);

7. Perfect what is lacking in your faith (1Thess. 3:10);

8. Put on the breastplate of faith and love (1Thess. 5:8);

9. Paul gives thanks for their exceeding growth of faith (2Thess. 1:3);

10. Paul boasts of them for their faith in all persecutions and tribulations (2Thess. 1:4);

11. May God fulfill the work of faith with power (2Thess. 1:11);

12. The faithful Lord will make them stand firm and established in the faith of the truth (2Thess. 2:13-14; 3:3);

The Relation of the Holy Spirit with Us

1. The Holy Spirit helps us to preach the gospel (1Thess. 1:5);

2. The Holy Spirit gives us joy in tribulations (1Thess. 1:6);

3. The Holy Spirit helps us to be sanctified (1Thess. 4:7-8);

4. The Holy Spirit moves us (1Thess. 5:19);

5. The Holy Spirit helps us in sanctification (2Thess. 2:13);

How Paul Preaches the Word

1. The reliance of his preachment ---- words, power, Spirit, faith and example (1Thess. 1:5-6);

2. The content of his preachment:

a. The gospel (1Thess. 1:5; 2:2);

b. The word of God (1Thess. 2:13);

c. The truth (1Thess. 2:13 the original);

3. The forms of his preachment:

a. Speak (1Thess. 2:2 the original, 4);

b. Preach (1Thess. 2:9 the original);

c. Exhort, comfort, charge (1Thess. 2:11);

d. Told (1Thess. 3:4 the original); 

e. Prophesy (1Thess. 4:11);

f. Admonish (1Thess. 5:12);

g. Teach (2Thess. 2:14);

4. The way of his preachment ---- oral preachment and written episles (2Thess. 2:15);

The Nature and Effect of the Lord’s Word

1. Which is able to save men (1Thess. 1:6);

2. Which is able to sound forth (1Thess. 1:8);

3. Which is the word of the Lord and the word of God (1Thess. 1:8; 2:13);

4. Which is able to work in those who believe the Lord (1Thess. 2:13);

5. Which is able to run swiftly (2Thess. 3:1);

Believers and Afflictions

1. The afflictions of believers are appointed (1Thess. 3:3-4);

2. The sources of the afflictions of believers:

a. The wicked one (2Thess. 3:3);

b. By men’s hands (1Thess. 2:14-15; 2Thess. 3:2);

3. How to deal with the afflictions:

a. Through the joy given by the Spirit (1Thess. 1:6);

b. Be established in faith and not be shaken by afflictions (1Thess. 3:2-3);

c. Patience and faith (2Thess. 1:4);

d. Prayer (2Thess. 3:1-3);

4. The results of the afflictions for believers:

a. Be counted worthy of the kingdom of God (1Thess. 1:5);

b. Obtain peace and comfort (2Thess. 1:7; 2:16-17);

c. Be glorified (2Thess. 1:10, 12);

The Conditions that the Local Church Shall Have

1. It is where the testimonies and examples in life are manifested (1Thess. 1:6-8; 2:10; 2Thess. 3:7-9);

2. Which is the center of the gospel of God (1Thess. 1:8);

3. It is where babies are nursed spiritually  (1Thess. 2:7-8);

4. It is where the children of God are trained (1Thess. 2:11-12);

5. It is where the people of God’s kingdom are cultivated (1Thess. 2:12; 2Thess.1:5);

6. It is the mark that the enemies of God assail (1Thess. 2:14-15; 3:5; 2Thess.3:3);

7. It is a family in which love abounds (1Thess. 3:12; 4:9; 2Thess.1:3);

8. It is where the divine discipline is performed (1Thess. 4:6);

9. It is a school in which our characters are practiced and fostered (1Thess. 4:9-13; 2Thess.3:5);

10. It is a military camp for spiritual warriors (1Thess. 5:8);

11. It is a hospital in which those who are weak in spirit are healed (1Thess. 5:14);

12. It is where the truth is tested (1Thess. 5:20-21);

13. It is where prayers for one another are presented (1Thess. 5:25; 2Thess.3:1);

14. It is where those who have made mistakes are corrected (2Thess. 3:14-15);

The Relation of Christ’s Second Coming with Believers

1. Which is connected with the ultimate salvation of believers (1Thess. 1:10);

2. Which is connected with the reward for serving believers (1Thess. 2:19);

3. Which is connected with the establishment of believers in heart (1Thess. 3:13);
4. Which is connected with the removal of believers’ sorrow (1Thess. 4:13-14);
5. Which is connected with the sanctification of believers’ spirit, soul and body (1Thess. 5:23-24);
6. Which is connected with the Lord’s being glorified among believers (2Thess. 1:10);
7. Which is connected with believers’ gathering to the Lord (2Thess. 2:1);
The Process of Faith

1. The beginning of faith ---- the servants of God give thanks for it (1Thess. 2:13);

2. The ultimate of faith ---- the servants of God hope it (1Thess. 2:19);

3. The proof of faith ---- the servants of God worry about it (1Thess. 3:2, 6);

4. The lacking in faith ---- the servants of God pray for it (1Thess. 3:10);
5. The increase of faith ---- the servants of God boast of it (2Thess. 1:3-4);
The Assaults of Satan
1. Through external damages ---- assail believers’ bodies (1Thess. 2:14-15; 3:3);

2. Through internal temptations ---- assail believers’ hearts (1Thess. 3:5);

3. Through the hindrance of workers ---- hinder the truth of faith ---- assail the spirits of believers (1Thess. 2:18);

4. Through all unrighteous deception ---- make men not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness (2Thess. 2:10, 12);

5. Through unreasonable wickedness ---- make men lose faith and grow weary (2Thess. 3:2-3, 13);
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